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Child Rights  

In the history of human rights, the rights of children 
are the most ratified.  

Definition 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC) defines Child Rights as the 
minimum entitlements and freedoms that should 
be afforded to every citizen below the age of 18 
regardless of race, national origin, colour, gender, 
language, religion, opinions, origin, wealth, birth 
status, disability, or other characteristics. 
 
 

These rights encompass freedom of children and their 
civil rights, family environment, necessary healthcare 
and welfare, education, leisure and cultural activities 
and special protection measures. The UNCRC outlines 
the fundamental human rights that should be afforded 
to children in four broad classifications that suitably 
cover all civil, political, social, economic and cultural 
rights of every child: 

Right to Survival: 

• Right to be born 
• Right to minimum standards of food, shelter and 

clothing 
• Right to live with dignity 
• Right to health care, to safe drinking water, 

nutritious food, a clean and   safe environment, and 
information to help them stay healthy 

 

Right to Protection: 

• Right to be protected from all sorts of violence 
• Right to be protected from neglect 

• Right to be protected from physical and sexual 
abuse 

• Right to be protected from dangerous drugs 

 

Right to Participation:  

• Right to freedom of opinion 
• Right to freedom of expression 
• Right to freedom of association  
• Right to information 
• Right to participate in any decision making 

that involves him/her directly   or indirectly 

Right to Development:  

• Right to education 
• Right to learn  
• Right to relax and play 
• Right to all forms of development – emotional, 

mental and physical 

Summary of UNCRC 

Article 1 - Everyone under 18 years of age has all the 
rights in this Convention. 

Article 2 -The Convention applies to everyone 
whatever their race, religion, abilities, whatever they 
think or say, whatever type of family they come from. 

Article 3 - All organisations concerned with children 
should work towards what is best for each child. 

Article 4 - Governments should make these rights 
available to children. 

Article 5 - Governments should respect the rights and 
responsibilities of families to direct and guide their 
children so that, as they grow, they learn to use their 
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rights properly. 

Article 6 - All children have the right to life. 
Governments should ensure that children survive and 
develop healthily. 

Article 7- All children have the right to a legally 
registered name, and nationality. They have the right 
to know and, as far as possible, to be cared for, by 
their parents. 

Article 8- Governments should respect children's right 
to a name, a nationality and family ties. 

Article 9- Children should not be separated from their 
parents unless it is for their own good (for example if a 
parent is mistreating or neglecting a child.) Children 
whose parents have separated have the right to stay in 
contact with both parents, unless this might harm the 
child. 

Article 10- Families who live in different countries 
should be allowed to move between those countries so 
that parents and children can stay in contact, or get 
back together as a family. 

Article 11- Governments should take steps to stop 
children being taken out of their own country illegally. 

Article 12- Children have the right to say what they 
think should happen, when adults are making 
decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions 
taken into account. 

Article 13- Children have the right to get and to share 
information, as long as the information is not damaging 
to them or to others. 

Article 14- Children have the right to think and believe 
what they want, and to practise their religion, as long 
as they are not stopping other people from enjoying 
their rights. Parents should guide their children on 

these matters. 

Article 15- Children have the right to meet together 
and to join groups and organisations, as long as this 
does not stop other people from enjoying their rights. 

Article 16- Children have a right to privacy. The law 
should protect them from attacks against their way of 
life, their good name, their families and their homes. 

Article 17- Children have the right to reliable 
information from the mass media. Television, radio, 
and newspapers should provide information that 
children can understand, and should not promote 
materials that could harm children. 

Article 18- Both parents share responsibility for 
bringing up their children, and should always consider 
what is best for each child. Governments should help 
parents by providing services to support them, 
especially if both parents work outside the home. 

Article 19- Governments should ensure that children 
are properly cared for, and protect them from violence, 
abuse and neglect by their parents, or anyone else 
who looks after them. 

Article 20- Children who cannot be looked after by 
their own family must be looked after properly, by 
people who respect their religion, culture and 
language. 

Article 21- When children are adopted the first 
concern must be what is best for them. The same rules 
should apply whether the children are adopted in the 
country where they were born, or if they are taken to 
live in another country. 

Article 22- Children who come into a country as 
refugees should have the same rights as children born 
in that country. 
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Article 23- Children who have any kind of disability 
should have special care and support, so that they can 
lead full and independent lives. 

Article 24- Children have the right to good quality 
health care, to clean water, nutritious food, and a clean 
environment, so that they will stay healthy. Rich 
countries should help poorer countries achieve this. 

Article 25- Children who are looked after by their local 
authority, rather than by their parents, should have 
someone review the situation regularly. 

Article 26- The Government should provide extra 
money for the children of families in need. 

Article 27- Children have a right to a standard of living 
that is good enough to meet their physical and mental 
needs. The Government should help families who 
cannot afford to provide this. 

Article 28- Children have a right to an education. 
Discipline in schools should respect children’s human 
dignity. Primary education should be free. Wealthy 
countries should help poorer countries achieve this. 

Article 29- Education should develop each child's 
personality and talents to the full. It should encourage 
children to respect their parents, and their own and 
other cultures. 

Article 30- Children have a right to learn and use the 
language and customs of their families, whether these 
are shared by the majority of people in the country or 
not. 

Article 31- All children have a right to relax and play, 
and to join in a wide range of activities. 

Article 32- The Government should protect children 
from work that is dangerous, or that might harm their 

health or their education. 

Article 33- The Government should provide ways of 
protecting children from dangerous drugs. 

Article 34- The Government should protect children 
from sexual abuse. 

Article 35- The Government should make sure that 
children are not abducted or sold. 

Article 36- Children should be protected from any 
activities that could harm their development. 

Article 37- Children who break the law should not be 
treated cruelly. They should not be put in prison with 
adults and should be able to keep in contact with their 
families. 

Article 38- Governments should not allow children 
under 15 to join the army. Children in war zones 
should receive special protection. 

Article 39- Children who have been neglected or 
abused should receive special help to restore their 
self-respect. 

Article 40- Children who are accused of breaking the 
law should receive legal help. Prison sentences for 
children should only be used for the most serious 
offences. 

Article 41- If the laws of a particular country protect 
children better than the articles of the Convention, then 
those laws should stay. 

Article 42- The Government should make the 
Convention known to all parents and children] 
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Impact of the Convention of the Child Rights 

A milestone in the international human rights 
legislation, the ‘Convention on the Rights of the Child’ 
has been instrumental in putting all the issues 
pertaining to children issues on the global as well as 
national agenda. In addition to this, it has extensively 
mobilized actions for the realization of the rights and 
development of children worldwide. 

Over the last 20 or so years, implementation of the 
Convention and its effect on child well-being varied 
from country to country and from one region of the 
world to the other. Based on analysis, there has been 
outstanding progress at a global level in addressing the 
issues related to children. These include progress in 
access to services, reaching their fullest potential 
through education, enactment of laws that upholds the 
principle of the best interests of child, and child 
survival. 

Though a noteworthy progress has been achieved, yet 
in developing countries, particularly India, there is still 
a long way to go in realising the rights of children. 
Though all the relevant rules and policies are in place, 
there is a lack in enforcement initiatives. As barriers, 
there are several factors that forbid effective 
implementation of the laws. Due to relatively low 
success in achieving concrete child development 
outcomes in India, the condition of underprivileged 
kids and underprivileged youth is harsh and needs 
urgent attention. There is a need to intensify efforts for 
children welfare at all levels to implement the rules 
and provisions of the Convention and contribute to 
create a world suitable for children.  

Child Rights and the world 

People from across the world striving for social justice 
have often directed their efforts toward the most 
vulnerable in society—the children. From Princess 
Diana's charitable work on behalf of children to the 
efforts of activists like Grace Abbott and the youngest 

Nobel laureate in history—Ms. Malala Yousafzai, 
these famous children's right activists have put 
commendable efforts in helping improve the lives of 
the youngest citizens. 

2014 Nobel Peace Prize awardees—Ms. Malala 
Yousafzai and Mr. Kailash Satyarthi have reminded us 
all of the need to keep on advancing in providing 
opportunities that has an important effect on all 
children. The opportunities are meant to be meaningful 
enough to allow them to learn and gain the mindsets 
and skills that would empower them to be free, 
develop themselves, their communities and the world. 

 

Mr. Kailash Satyarthi’s struggle to liberate children 
from child labour had cost him many life threats, 
including bullet wounds by those who exploit young 
boys and girls for economic gain. Wearing flak jackets, 
and armed with strong determination, he and his team 
raided many illegal factories and mines to rescue the 
children who are sold into servitude. A movement that 
has one clear purpose—no child shall be a slave. 

On the other hand, when one thinks of Ms. Malala 
Yousafzai, the first thing that pops in one’s mind is 
education. The second is—education for girls. In 2009, 
when she was just 11, she wrote to BBC about the 
norm of banning female education under the Taliban 
regime in the Swat Valley (her hometown). Her article 
gained tremendous momentum worldwide. She started 
her fight for the education of girls at that small age and 
began to speak publicly and to the press, which caused 
her and her family receive constant death threats. 
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“I strongly feel that this is a big honour to hundreds 
of millions of the children who have been deprived of 
their childhood and freedom and education.” – Mr. 
Kailash Satyarthi. 

“I speak not for myself but for those without voice... 
those who have fought for their rights... their right to 
live in peace, their right to be treated with dignity, 
their right to equality of opportunity, their right to be 
educated.” – Ms. Malala Yousafzai. 

 

The Right to Education 

The father of modern education—John Amos 
Comenius proposed – “all persons should be educated, 
so we could have peace in the world”. Visionaries of 
the world understood that peace meant guaranteeing 
every person certain rights that are conditional for 
humanity—education being one of the most important. 

The addition of the Right to Education (RTE) in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 was 
the beginning of a remarkable expansion of 
educational opportunities around the world. The 
parliament of India enacted the Right of Children to 
Free and Compulsory Education Act or Right to 
Education Act (RTE) on August 2009. The same got 
enforced on April 1st 2010. 

As per the act, education is a fundamental right of 
every child who is between 6 and 14 years old. The 

act also states that until the completion of elementary 
education, no child shall be held back, expelled or 
required to pass a board examination. There is also a 
provision for special training of school drop-outs to 
bring them up to par with students of the same age. 

“Declaration of Geneva” 

Since the League of Nations held its meetings in 
Geneva, this 1924 Declaration of the Rights of the 
Child came to be known as the “Declaration of 
Geneva”. Recognising that ‘mankind owes to the child 
the best that it has to give’, the five simple principles 
of the Declaration established the basis of child rights 
in terms of both protection of the weak and vulnerable 
and promotion of the child’s development. The 
Declaration also made it clear that the care and 
protection of children was no longer the exclusive 
responsibility of families or communities or even 
individual countries; the world as a whole had a 
legitimate interest in the welfare of all children. The 
gist of the “Declaration of Geneva” is given in Box 
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Children in India 
 

Education 

India is a country with more than one billion people, 
and just one-third of them can read. Rapidly growing 
size of population, shortages of teachers, books, and 
basic facilities, and insufficient public funds to cover 
education costs are some of the nation’s toughest 
challenges. This is where Children in India are facing 
the basic challenges. According to a study, more than 
30% of educational funds are allocated towards higher 
education, leaving the primary education in India in 
sway. 

India is fourth among the top 10 nations with the 
highest numbers of out-of children in primary level. 
Furthermore, the rate of school drop-outs amongst 
students is very high. One of the main reasons behind 
this is poverty. When earning a livelihood and taking 
care of the members of the family becomes a primary 
matter of concern in one’s life, education stands a little 
or, very often, no chance of pursuance. For 
the underprivileged people in India, education is 
perceived as a high-priced luxury, and this negative 
outlook continues on with every new generation. 

A disproportionate number of total out-of-
school children in India are girls. What denies equal 
opportunities of children are serious social issues that 
have arose out of caste, class and gender differences. 
The practice of child labour in India and resistance to 
sending girls to school in several parts of the country 
remain as genuine concerns. If the current trend 
continues, millions of underprivileged children will 
probably never set foot in a classroom. 

India’s growth relies on a well-educated and skilled 
workforce. Improving education is a critical area of 
investment. A shabby foundation in primary education 
can overturn the lives, careers and productivity of 
millions of its citizens. Already, a considerable 
proportion of the adult workforce in India is acutely 
under-equipped to be eligible for skilled and semi-
skilled jobs. In order to build India as a consumer 
market of global standards, it is very important that 
every child reaps the benefits of quality education. 

 

Health 

 
As much as 500 million of India’s total population live 
below the poverty level. These families live in living 
standards that are among the poorest in the world. 
Thousands of mothers, newborn babies and children in 
India die every year from preventable diseases. 27% of 
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deaths of children below age 5 are because of 
prematurity, 14% due to respiratory infections and 
11% due to diarrhoea. 66% of the rural population in 
India lacks access to preventive medicines. 

Healthcare is, by far, out of a poor man’s reach. About 
75% of healthcare resources are concentrated in urban 
areas, where only 27% of the total population resides. 
31% of the rural population in India has to travel over 
30 km to get even the most urgent medical treatment. 
About 40% of the population in the metropolitan and 
large cities live in urban slums, where primary 
healthcare is provided by health posts. Most of the 
health posts are located outside the slum areas, making 
accessibility difficult. 

Healthcare is every child’s right but problems like lack 
of quality infrastructure, shortage of experienced 
medical functionaries and non-access to basic 
medicines and medical facilities avert its reach to over 
60% of the child population in India. The need of the 
hour is to work collectively towards promoting health 
in areas, where the poor children manage to survive. 

Nutrition 

As per studies, one in three of the world’s 
malnourished children lives in India. In India, each 
year, an estimated 27 million children are born—
nearly 2 million of which do not survive the fifth 
birthday. A major cause of this is malnourishment. 
Over 200 million people in India do not have access to 
good food, and more than 40% of the children who 
manage to survive beyond the age five are 
malnourished. In India, 46% of all children below the 
age of three are too small for their age, 47% are 
underweight and at least 16% are wasted. Millions 
of poor children in India do not receive immunization. 
79% of children under age 3 suffer from anaemia. 
More than 50% of children have poor learning capacity 
because of iodine deficiency. 

Due to inadequate intake of essential nutrients, 
malnourished children experience several problems, 
including delays in development, weight-loss and 
other illnesses. In young children, undernourishment 
can greatly compromise the immune system, making 
them highly susceptible to infectious diseases. Besides 
this, it causes severe growth implications and 
cognitive implications like memory deficiency, low 
IQ scores, impaired school performance, and 
learning disabilities. 

Underprivileged children are at a higher risk for 
various short-term and long-term complications as they 
experience several macronutrient and micronutrient 
deficiencies since the time of birth. In fact, it is before 
birth that many children and their mothers face 
complications, due to undernourishment. Girls are 
more at risk of undernourishment than boys 
because of their inferior social status. Every year, 
thousands of women die due to negligible intake of 
essential nutrients during pregnancy. The child and 
maternal mortality rates for India are amongst the 
highest in the world. It is believed that malnutrition 
alone causes 50% of infant and maternal deaths. 

Children rights under the constitution 

Children on account of their tender age and immature 
mind need special care and protection. They have 
certain special rights and legal entitlements that are 
being acknowledged nationally and internationally. 
The constitution of India recognized the rights of 
children for the first time and included several articles 
dealing with their liberty, livelihood, and development 
of childhood, non-discrimination in educational 
spheres, compulsory and free education and 
prohibition of their employment in factories, mines and 
hazardous industries. Socially and physically children 
are the weakest element of the society. They are not 
responsible for many of the cases and do not deserve to 
suffer. They have no say in any of the matters of evils 
like war or external debt. It has been rightly stated in 
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the 1924 declaration of rights of the child 
(declaration of Geneva) that has now been used for all 
child causes “mankind owes to the chills the best it has 
to give”. Children are the future. By investing in them 
societies will have a bright future? 

Right to education 

Article 21-A 

 It states that the state shall provide free and 
compulsory education to all children of the age of six 
to fourteen years in such a manner as the state may, by 
law determine.” 

The Supreme Court in its liberal interpretation of life 
and liberty as under Article 21 held that the term 
liberty not only includes liberty but also includes 
livelihood but also the right of human beings to live 
with dignity and that also includes the right to 
education, and therefore, right to education is a 
fundamental right under the constitution.  

Article 45  

Provision for early childhood care and education to 
children below the age of six years-The State shall 
endeavour to provide early childhood care and 
education for all children until they complete the age 
of six years. 

This article has been substituted by 
the Constitution (eighty-sixth amendment) act, 2002 
By this amendment a new Article 21-A providing for 
right to education has also been inserted.  
 

Rights against exploitation 

Article 23 

Article 23 states that “prohibition of traffic in human 
beings and forced labour.- 

1. Traffic in human beings and beggar and other 
similar forms of forced labour are prohibited and 

any contravention of this provision shall be an 
offence punishable in accordance with law. 

2. Nothing in this Article shall prevent the state from 
imposing compulsory service for public purposes, 
and in imposing such service the State shall not 
make any discrimination on grounds only of 
religion, race, caste or class or any of them. 

Article 24 
Child labour: 

“Prohibition of employment of children in factories 
,etc- No child below the age of fourteen years shall be 
employed to work in any factory or mine or be 
engaged in any hazardous employment” 

Besides, Children also have rights as equal citizens 
of India, just as any other adult male or female: 

• Right to equality (Article 14) 

• Right against discrimination (Article 15) 

• “Untouchability” is abolished and its practice 
in any form is forbidden. ( Article 17) 

• Article 19 (1) All citizens shall have the right 
– (a) to freedom of speech and expression; … 
(c) to form associations or unions; (d) to move 
freely throughout the territory of India; (e) to 
reside and settle in any part of the territory of 
India. 

• Right to personal liberty and due process of 
law (Article 21) 

• Right to being protected from being trafficked 
and forced into bonded labour (Article 23) 

• Right of minorities for protection of their 
interests (Article 29) 

• Right of weaker sections of the people to be 
protected from social injustice and all forms of 
exploitation (Article 46) 
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• Right to nutrition and standard of living and 

improved public health (Article 47) 
 

 

 

There are many Acts enacted in India for the protection children rights: 

 The Factories Act, 1948. 
 The Probation of Offenders Act, 1959. 
 The Child Labour Act, 1986. 
 The Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1986. 
 The Juvenile Justice Act, 2000. 
 The Pre- Conception & Pre- Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act, 2002 and many 

others. 
 National Policy for Children (NCP), National Institute of public Co-operation & Child Development (NIPCCD), 

The Integrated Child Development Services are polices made by Government. Even NHRC & UNICEF are also 
organization, takes special efforts to protect children rights. 

National Policy for Children  

The Government has adopted a new National Policy 
for Children, 2013 on 26th April, 2013. The Policy 

recognises every person below the age of eighteen 
years as a child and covers all children within the 
territory and jurisdiction of the country. It recognizes 
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that a multisectoral and multidimensional approach is 
necessary to secure the rights of children.  

The Policy has identified four key priority areas:  

 survival,  
 health and nutrition;  
 education and development;  
 Protection and participation, 

As children’s needs are multi-sectoral, interconnected 
and require collective action, the Policy calls for 
purposeful convergence and coordination across 
different sectors and levels of governance.  

Based on the new National Policy for Children, 2013 
adopted on 26th April, 2013, the Ministry developed a 

Draft National Plan of Action for Children (NPAC). 
The Plan of Action has been drafted keeping in view 
the existing schemes/programmes of various 
ministries. The purpose is to track and monitor the 
progress of what is already being done for children 
across Ministries and sectors. 

 The draft NPAC is to be revised according to 
comments received from various 
Ministries/Departments and the National Coordination 
and Action Group (NCAG) for Children to monitor the 
Progress of the implementation of the Policy is to be 
formed.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children Issues  

1. Child labour: 

 
What is child labour ? 

Not all work done by children should be classified as 
child labour that is to be targeted for elimination. 
Children’s or adolescents’ participation in work that 
does not affect their health and personal development 
or interfere with their schooling, is generally regarded 
as being something positive. This includes activities 
such as helping their parents around the home, 
assisting in a family business or earning pocket money 
outside school hours and during school holidays. These 
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kinds of activities contribute to children’s development 
and to the welfare of their families; they provide them 
with skills and experience, and help to prepare them to 
be productive members of society during their adult 
life. 
 
The term “child labour” is often defined as work that 
deprives children of their childhood, their 
potential and their dignity, and that is harmful to 
physical and mental development.  

It refers to work that: 

• is mentally, physically, socially or morally 
dangerous and harmful to children; and 

• interferes with their schooling by: 

• depriving them of the opportunity to attend school; 

• obliging them to leave school prematurely; or 

• Requiring them to attempt to combine school 
attendance with excessively long and heavy work. 

In its most extreme forms, child labour involves 
children being enslaved, separated from their families, 
exposed to serious hazards and illnesses and/or left to 
fend for themselves on the streets of large cities – often 
at a very early age. Whether or not particular forms of 
“work” can be called “child labour” depends on the 
child’s age, the type and hours of work performed, the 
conditions under which it is performed and the 
objectives pursued by individual countries. The answer 
varies from country to country, as well as among 
sectors within countries. 

Articles 23 and 24 of the constitutions determine 
the term “child labour”. 

The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) 
Act, 1986 

This act was enacted on 23rd December 1986 by the 
parliament and was enforced on 26th may 1993 by the 
central government. The act was ineffective for over 8 

years due to the inactiveness of the state and central 
government. The object of the act is 

i. ban on the employment of children i.e., those 
who haven’t completed their fourteenth year, 
in specified occupations; 

ii. lay down a procedure to decide modifications 
to the schedule of banned occupation and 
processes; 

iii. regulate the conditions of work of children in 
employment where they are not prohibited 
from working; 

iv. lay down enhanced penalties for employment 
of children in violation of the provisions of 
this act, and other acts which forbid the 
employment of the children; 

v. to obtain uniformity in the definition of 
“child” in the related laws 

The intention of this act was to ban the engagements of 
child labour in certain employments and to regulate in 
areas where it has not been prohibited. It provides 
power to the government to make rules with reference 
to health and safety wherever the employments of 
children are permitted. Night work for children is 
prohibited. The hours of work for the children are also 
to be considered by the state and the central 
governments. 

The act enables the governments to appoint inspectors 
to enforce the provisions of the act and it has also 
provided stringent penalties including imprisonment 
for violations of the provisions of the act. 

Any occupation which may be connected with 
transport of passengers, goods and mails, cinder 
packing, construction of railways, selling of fire 
crackers etc….may be included as child labour 
activities. Process may include bidi-making, carpet 
weaving, cement manufacture, cloth printing, weaving, 
dyeing, manufacture of matches, explosives etc.. will 
fall under the category of child labour. 
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Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2016 

 

The Bill seeks to amend the Child Labour (Prohibition 
and Regulation) Act, 1986 to widen the scope of the 
law against child labour and stricter punishments for 
violations. 

Key Provisions of Bill [PT, MAINS, PERS. TEST] 

 Prohibition of employment of children below 14 
years in all occupations or processes except where 
child helps his family.  

 Addition of a new category of persons called 
“adolescent”. They are person between 14 and 18 
years of age.  

 Prohibition of employment of adolescents in 
hazardous occupations as specified (mines, 

hazardous processes and inflammable 
substance).  

 Empowers Union Government to add or omit any 
hazardous occupation from the list included in the 
Bill.  

 Punishment for employing any child increased 
i.e. imprisonment between 6 months and two years 
(from earlier 3 months-one year) or a fine of 
20,000 to 50,000 Rupees (from earlier 10,000 to 
20,000 Rupees) or both.  

 Proposes penalty for employing an adolescent in a 
hazardous occupation i.e. imprisonment between 6 
months and 2 years or a fine of 20,000 to 50,000 
Rupees or both.  
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 Empowers the government to make periodic 

inspection of places at which employment of 
children and adolescents are prohibited.  

 Government may confer powers on a District 
Magistrate (DM) to ensure that the provisions of 
the law are properly carried out and implemented. 

Parliament approved a controversial law that would 
allow children to work for family businesses, 
despite widespread concern by the United Nations and 
other rights advocates that it will push more children 
into labour. 

The U.N. Children's Agency (UNICEF) as well as 
many others have raised alarm over two particular 
amendments - permitting children to work for their 
families and reducing the number of banned 
professions for adolescents. 

A 2015 report by the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) put the number of child workers in 
India ages 5 to 17 at 5.7 million, out of 168 million 
globally. 

More than half of India's child workers are 
employed in agriculture and more than a quarter in 
manufacturing - embroidering clothes, weaving carpets 
or making match sticks. Children also work in 
restaurants, shops and hotels and as domestic workers. 

The new legislation extends a ban on child labour 
under 14 to all sectors. Previously, only 18 hazardous 
occupations and 65 processes such as mining, gem 
cutting and cement manufacturing were outlawed. 

It also stiffens penalties for those employing children, 
doubling jail terms to two years and increasing fines to 
50,000 rupees ($740) from 20,000 rupees ($300). 

While child rights groups have welcomed such 
changes, there has been concern over other 
amendments proposed Modi's government. 

For example, children will be allowed to work in 
family businesses, outside of school hours and during 

holidays, and in entertainment and sports if it does not 
affect their education. 

Also, children 15 to 18 will be permitted to work, 
except in mines and industries where they would be 
exposed to inflammable substances and hazardous 
processes. 

The government says the exemptions aim to strike a 
balance between education and India's economic 
reality, in which parents rely on children to help with 
farming or artisanal work to fight poverty or pass on a 
family trade. 

UNICEF had urged India to exclude family work from 
the proposed law and include an "exhaustive list" of 
hazardous occupations. 

Critical Analysis 
A law that allows child labour 
(The Hindu) 
 
At first glance, the Child Labour (Prohibition and 
Regulation) Amendment Act, 2016, passed in 
Parliament, seems progressive. It prohibits “the 
engagement of children in all occupations and of 
adolescents in hazardous occupations and processes” 
wherein adolescents refers to those under 18 years; 
children to those under 14. The Act also imposes a fine 
on anyone who employs or permits adolescents to 
work. However, on careful reading, the new Act 
suffers from many problems 
 
1. It has slashed the list of hazardous occupations for 

children from 83 to include just mining, 
explosives, and occupations mentioned in the 
Factory Act. This means that work in chemical 
mixing units, cotton farms, battery recycling units, 
and brick kilns, among others, have been dropped.  

2. Further, even the the ones listed as hazardous can 
be removed, according to Section 4 — not by 
Parliament but by government authorities at their 
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own discretion. 

3. Section 3 in Clause 5 allows child labour in 
“family or family enterprises” or allows the child 
to be “an artist in an audio-visual entertainment 
industry”.  

4. Since most of India’s child labour is caste-based 
work, with poor families trapped in 
intergenerational debt bondage, this refers to most 
of the country’s child labourers.  

5. The clause is also dangerous as it does not define 
the hours of work; it simply states that children 
may work after school hours or during vacations. 
Think of the plight of a 12-year-old coming home 
from school and then helping her mother sow 
umpteen collars on shirts to meet the production 
deadline of a contractor. When will she do her 
homework? How will she have the stamina to get 
up the next morning for school? 

Previous laws 
India has passed a number of laws on child labour 
since Independence. Article 24 of the Constitution 
prohibits employment of children below the age of 14 
in factories, mines, and other hazardous employment. 
Article 21A and Article 45 promise to provide free 
and compulsory education to all children between the 
ages of 6 and 14.  
In 2009, India passed the Right of Children to Free and 
Compulsory Education Act (RTE). But the 
amendments in the new law make it practically 
impossible to implement the RTE. Its clauses put such 
a burden on poor low-caste families that instead of 
promoting education, the Act actually increases the 
potential for dropouts. And parents, scared of the 
huge fines that they may have to pay for employing 
their children, are likely to lie about school attendance 
and may unwillingly comply with contractors in 
employing them. 
 
A number of laws have also addressed what to include 
and omit in the list of hazardous occupations. In 1986, 
the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act had 

prohibited the employment of children below the age 
of 14 in hazardous occupations identified in a list by 
the law. After much discussion and expansion, the list 
included 83 occupations. The National Policy on Child 
Labour of 1987, implemented in 1988, adopted a 
gradual approach that combined the strict enforcement 
of laws on child labour with development programmes 
to address the root causes of child labour like caste 
and poverty. It focussed on the rehabilitation of 
children working in hazardous occupations. The 
Central government provided a Rs.6 billion fund for 
implementing the policy. Unfortunately, this budget 
has been cut massively in education (28 per cent) and 
for women and children (50 per cent) in the last two 
years alone, leading to the the closure of 42,000 
schools. 
 The Education for All initiative and the Mahila 
Samakhya programmes have also been downsized, 
leading to reports of increased trafficking of tribal and 
minority girls from Odisha and Jharkhand. Taxes 
charged for the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao campaigns 
have reportedly been misused. The only funds for the 
rehabilitation of children are through monies and 
assets seized from convicted employers. 
 
Reversing gains 
 
Not only do the new amendments reverse the gains of 
the 1986 Act, but actually contradict the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection) of Children Act of 2000 
that makes it punishable for anyone to procure or 
employ a child in a hazardous occupation. They also 
contravene the International Labour 
Organisation’s (ILO) Minimum Age Convention 
and UNICEF’s Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
to which India is a signatory. 
 According to UNICEF, a child is involved in child 
labour if he or she is between 5 and 11 years, does at 
least one hour of economic activity, or at least 28 
hours of domestic work in a week. And in case of 
children aged between 12 and 14, 14 hours of 
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economic activity or at least 42 hours of economic 
activity and domestic work per week is considered 
child labour. 
 
The devastating health consequences of the new Act 
may be the worst blow on India’s poor yet. There are 
33 million child labourers in India, according to 
UNICEF. As per the 2011 census, 80 per cent of them 
are Dalits, 20 per cent are from the Backward Classes. 
This law will restrict these children to traditional caste-
based occupations for generations. 
 
Conclusion 
If the amendments intended to preserve Indian art and 
craft by enabling parents with traditional skills to pass 
them on to their children, this should be done through 
reform and investment in education. Slashed budgets 
should be restored; mid-day meals should re-instituted; 
and secure housing should be provided through the 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan boarding schools to homeless 
children. Artisans should be hired as teachers to pass 
on traditional knowledge and skills to the next 
generation. 
 
 

Critical Analysis 
Child labour by other means  
The Hindu  

The amendments to the Child Labour (Prohibition and 
Regulation) Act, 1986, passed by Parliament recently, 
demonstrate a lack of national commitment to 
abolishing all forms of child labour. Instead of 
attempting an overhaul of legislation that has proved 
ineffective in curbing the phenomenon, Parliament has 
allowed children up to the age of 14 to be employed 
in ‘family enterprises’, and created a new category of 
‘adolescents’ (the 14-18 age group) who can be 
employed in ‘non-hazardous’ occupations.  
In the name of acknowledging the socio-economic 

realities of India, the amendments tweak the law in 
such a way that children are in some form or other 
available for employment. The only concession to their 
educational rights is that they are permitted to work in 
family enterprises only outside school hours and 
during vacations. Curiously, the main amendment — 
to ban children up to the age of 14 in any occupation 
— is being touted as a progressive leap from the earlier 
ban limited to some occupations and processes. 
 
 It should not be forgotten that with the passage of the 
Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education 
Act, 2009, a statutory obligation to ensure that every 
child completes elementary education, is already in 
place. The exemption to family enterprises effectively 
retains conditions under which children are made to 
contribute economically while studying. Working 
outside of school hours and earning valuable income 
for the family will surely have a deleterious effect on 
the children’s health as well as their aptitude for 
learning. 
 
Regulation is going to be a big challenge, as it will 
be difficult to determine whether a particular family is 
running an enterprise, or whether some faceless owner 
has employed a single family to circumvent the law. 
The fallout will be a higher dropout rate. They may 
go to school for some years, concurrently work with 
their families, and graduate to being full-time 
adolescent workers, without completing elementary 
education. The NDA government, like its predecessor 
that proposed the amendments, seems to be satisfied 
with mere compliance with International Labour 
Organisation Conventions 138 and 182. The 
former mandates compulsory schooling till the age of 
15, but permits countries with inadequate education 
facilities to reduce it to 14, while Convention 182 
prohibits employment of children “in the worst forms 
of labour”.  
Bare compliance with international norms is not 
enough. Children from the poor and marginalised 
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sections, especially Dalits, are still in danger of being 
deprived of both the joys of childhood and their 
constitutional right to education. It is yet another stark 
reminder that the country is far from achieving the 
complete elimination of child labour. 
 

 ‘Amendment to Child Labour Act 
leaves issues unaddressed’ 

More than 5,000 child labourers have been rescued in 
India in the last five years, says a report prepared by 
Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA). 

Of the 5,254 children rescued, one-fifth worked with 
their families or were part of a family-run trade. If the 
latest amendment to the Child Labour (Prohibition and 
Regulation) Act, 1986, is approved, children will be 
allowed to work in family enterprises and in the TV 
and Entertainment industry, except circus, the report 
prepared by the BBA said. 

“The Union Cabinet of the Government of India has 
given its approval for moving statuary amendments to 
the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 
1986. While there are some important provisions 
outlined in the proposed Bill, there are some lacunae 
that left unaddressed leave scope for defeating the 
entire purpose of the Bill,” said Nobel Laureate 
Kailash Satyarthi who founded Bachpan Bachao 
Andolan. 

“The Bill proposes to allow children to work in family 
enterprises. Also, the list of prohibited occupations set 
forth in the schedule have been reduced to just three, 
including mines, inflammable substances and 
explosives. Earlier, the Child Labour law prohibited 
employment of a child in 18 occupations and 65 
processes,” Mr. Satyarthi added. 

These amendments would mean that children will be 
allowed to work in family-run industries like carpets, 

embroidery, agriculture and other forms of domestic 
labour. 

“We were able to rescue a large number of children in 
the last five years. When we analysed their profile we 
found out that 80 per cent of them would not have 
been rescued if the proposed amendment had already 
been in place as most of the children are employed in 
family-run trade,” said Mr. Satyarthi. 

In order to bring a consensus against the proposed Bill, 
Bachpan Bachao Andolan held a meeting with the 
various stakeholders of child rights and put forth its 
recommendations, which will be submitted to the 
government soon. 

Mr. Satyarthi added that once the recommendations are 
finalised, he will write to the Prime Minister and 
Members of Parliament to create awareness about the 
amendment. 

A total ban on child labour is a 
must: Satyarthi     (The Hindu) 
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When the Constitution of India was adopted in 1950, it 
promised to safeguard the rights of children, and 
protect them from economic exploitation. 

However, 65 years later, it is still perfectly legal to 
employ a six-year-old child as a helper in an 
agricultural field. As per the Census 2011, India has 
over four million working children in the age group of 
5-14. 

In an exclusive interaction with The Hindu, joint 
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize Kailash Satyarthi, 
spoke about the urgency of passing the Child Labour 
(Amendment) Bill, 2012 in the coming parliamentary 
session. 

Six key demands 

Mr. Satyarthi said: “Between 2010 and 2012, my team 
and I undertook a study to understand the quality of 
convictions in crimes against children. Of the 45,269 
cases of child labour reported between 2008 and 2012, 
only 3,394 cases, i.e., seven per cent, reached 
conviction. What that shows is laws to protect the 
rights of children, which are already weak, are not 
enforced at all.” 

Keeping this in mind, Mr. Satyarthi has made the 
following demands to be incorporated in the amended 
law: 

1. First, all forms of child labour should be prohibited 
up to the age of 14. 
As of today, child labour is prohibited only in 
select industries identified as hazardous. 

2. Second, up to the age of 18, no child should be 
employed in the worst forms of child labour, such 
as begging. 

3. Third, the law should be made more deterrent by 
increasing the fine amount and period of 
imprisonment. 

4. Fourth, the law must address the accountability of 
those employed in enforcement agencies, such as 
factory inspectors and labour inspectors, and if 

children are found working within their 
jurisdiction, they must be held responsible. It is not 
the employer alone who is culpable. 

5. Fifth, child labour must be made a cognisable and 
non-bailable offence, so that even the common 
man can report such cases and action can be taken 
immediately. 

6. Sixth, rehabilitation should be made an integral 
part of law on child labour. Rehabilitation 
measures should be included in government 
schemes, and must address economic rehabilitation 
of parents where necessary. 

Failure of RTE 

Expressing concern over the commercialisation and 
privatisation of education in India, Mr. Satyarthi 
identified it as a hurdle to realising children’s right to 
education. “The RTE Act of 2009 may have helped 
improve school enrolment rates, but we have to aim at 
improving the quality of education,” he said. 

He drew attention to the bureaucratic hurdles presented 
by multiple agencies handling RTE. 

“While the Education Ministry implements the law, 
monitoring its enforcement is the responsibility of the 
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 
[NCPCR]. And the NCPCR doesn’t have the 
wherewithal to get cracking on violations of the law  

JJ Act and concerns 

Expressing concern over the recent debate to make 
juvenile crime punishable for serious offences such as 
rape, he said the enabling aspects of the law, premised 
on care and protection for children under 18, have been 
ignored. “Next time when you see a child begging on 
the street, remember that under the Juvenile Justice 
Act they are eligible for rescue and protection. But 
how many of us even know that?” 

Child labour can disrupt ‘Make in 
India’, Satyarthi tells Modi 
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Nobel Laureate Kailash Satyarthi feels that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Make in India’ programme 
will prove to be a “big disaster” if child labour laws 
are not strengthened. 

In a letter to the Prime Minister, Mr. Satyarthi has said, 
“If investors are coming from foreign countries to 
manufacture in India and if your laws are so weak in 
child labour in comparison to international standards 
then it will become a big disaster”. 

He says that the ‘Make in India’ programme is a great 
move, but it also exposes a serious weakness of the 
country. 

“Make in India” cannot be successful on the toil, 
miseries and abuses of young children in the 
manufacturing sector,” the 62-year-old founder of 
‘Bachpan Bachao Andolan’ told PTI. 

Giving the example of Apple, he said the US-based 
company faced a lot of criticism after allegations that 
child labour in China was being used to manufacture 
their products. 

“In India, child labour is working because your law 
allows it. These big brands will be dependent on local 
producers who are free to employ children. But the 
international media and human rights organisations are 
not going to spare us,” said the child rights activist 
who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014 along with 
Pakistani activist Malala Yousafzai. 

On one hand, Mr. Satyarthi said, the government was 
talking about a ‘clean India’, ‘Skill India’ and ‘Digital 
India’ missions, but on the other hand children were 
being employed in tea shops, slaughter houses, 
restaurants and hazardous industries. 

His current concern is the Child Labour Prohibition 
and Regulation Amendment Bill where the list of 
prohibited occupations for children has been reduced 
to only three from the earlier 83. 

The proposed amendment also allows children of any 
age to work in family enterprises or house-based 
industries. 

“I am calling upon all MPs that please don’t fail 
children again and again. The entire political class has 
to own up the responsibility of our children. If you 
allow child labour, you also allow unemployment,” 
the Nobel laureate said. 

Describing child labour as a form of modern day 
slavery, he said kids were preferred because it is 
cheap to hire them. 

“If the amendment was passed it would become legal 
to employ children in hazardous industries like e-
waste, zari/embroidery works, butcheries, tanneries, 
glass industry, etc. Even in family-based industries 
most of them are hazardous and most of the trafficked 
and enslaved children work under the garb of an 
‘extended family’ That is a big grey area,” Mr. 
Satyarthi said while describing the Bill as regressive. 

The Bill would also go against the Constitution which 
makes education a constitutional right, he pointed out. 

According to a report by the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), there are 5.7 million child 
workers in India between the ages of 5 and 17. 
 

Child Sexual Abuse 
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Child pornography 

Pornography cases up 100 per cent 
last year (The Hindu) 
There has been a 100 per cent increase in cases of 
publication or transmission of obscene material, 
including child pornography, using electronic means in 
just one year — 2012 to 2013. 

Statistics reveal that 1,203 cases were reported last 
year as against 589 in 2012. The maximum number of 

234 cases was reported from Andhra Pradesh, a nearly 
74 per cent jump from 2012. 

In a written reply to the Lok Sabha to a specific 
question by BJP MP Varun Gandhi, the Ministry of 
Home Affairs shared statistics according to which 
Kerala stood second with 177 cases. A total of 159 
cases were registered in Uttar Pradesh as against only 
26 in 2012. While no such cases were reported from 
Assam in 2012, the State recorded over 100 per cent 
increase with registration of 111 cases in 2013. 

Cases went up from 48 to 81 in Rajasthan and in 
Maharashtra, there was 60 per cent increase in reported 
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offences that are punishable under the Indian Penal 
Code and Sections 67, 67A and 67B of the Information 
Technology Act. 

Of the total 737 arrests, the maximum (167) were 
made in Uttar Pradesh and 130 in Maharashtra. 

Hurdles 

Lack of data stalls pornography probes 

Lack of empirical data on child pornography is proving 
to be a hurdle to the allocation of resources for 
training, law enforcement and understanding of how to 
conduct investigations into such cases. 

“The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 
statistics do not provide any information on child 
pornography cases. As a result, the gravity of the issue 
is not being appreciated. The entire system of data 
collation should be overhauled,” said Vidya Reddy of 
Tulir – Centre for the Prevention and Healing of Child 
Sexual Abuse, a non-government organisation. 

A Study on Child Abuse (India) 2007, carried out 
under the Ministry of Women and Child Development, 
also notes that there is a record of only those crimes 
that can be registered under the IPC or other criminal 
Acts. “Corporal punishment, use of children for 
creation of pornography, exposure etc. are not 
reflected in NCRB data as they are not offences under 
the IPC,” said Ms. Reddy. 

Asserting that there is a need for probe agencies to 
understand the changing profile of crime, Ms. Reddy 
recounted several cases in which the investigating 
officers were not acquainted with the use of 
technology and forensic investigation techniques. 
They “avoided invoking provisions of the Information 
Technology Act”, she said. 

Solution 

Police officers should be imparted necessary training 
for better investigation, she said, adding that the 

intersection of technology with sexual violence has 
changed the very manner of sexual offences committed 
against children. 

India is a signatory to several international instruments 
and declarations on the rights of children to protection, 
security and dignity. The Indian Government had in 
2005 also accepted two Optional Protocols to the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, addressing the involvement of children in 
armed conflicts, sale of children, child pornography 
and prostitution. 

Article 19(1)(a) (Freedom of speech 
and expression)  

v/s 

Banning Access to Child 
Pornography 

(Summary from The Hindu and The Indian Express) 

An anguished Supreme Court told the Centre  to take 
steps and frame rules to stop access to websites 
featuring child pornography, classifying them as 
“obscene” and a threat to social morality. 

A Bench of Justices Dipak Misra and S.K. Singh was 
reacting to a submission made by the Supreme Court 
Women Lawyers Association that there were instances 
where school bus drivers and conductors forced 
children under their care to watch porn and sexually 
assaulted them owing to easy and free access to porn, 
including child pornography, in the country. 

The apex court said parameters regarding pornography 
needed to be set. It has already held in other cases that 
freedom of speech and expression as envisaged under 
Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution is not "absolute" 
and is subject to reasonable restrictions. 

The court said technical glitches and jurisdictional 
niggles were not excuses for the Centre’s inaction in 
this regard. 
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“Innocent children cannot be made prey to this kind of 
painful situations and a nation cannot afford to carry 
on any kind of experiment with its children in the 
name of liberty,” the Supreme Court said, drawing the 
line on where rights ended and criminality began. 

The Bench quoted senior advocate Mahalakshmi 
Pavani, appearing for the association, to say that child 
pornography was spreading like moral cancer and 
“freedom of speech cannot create a dent in the national 
character or moral dent.” 

“The Centre is required to make certain rules and 
regulations to initially stop child pornography,” Justice 
Misra said, adding that this genre was “sheer 
obscenity.” 

Referring to the exposure of children to pornographic 
material owing to free access to it on the Internet, the 
court said: “these moral assaults may bring physical 
disasters with them.” 

The court directed the Centre to file an affidavit on 
ways and means to curb free access to child 
pornography on the Internet and asked the government 
to reply whether there could be a ban on watching porn 
“of any form” in public places. 

The hearing was based on petitions filed to curb free 
access to porn, especially child pornography, and their 
ban. 

The Supreme Court, however, said a clear distinction 
had to be made between art and obscenity. 

“There are those who feel that even Mona Lisa 
[painting] is pornography. A distinction has to be 
drawn between art and obscenity. You have a tough 
job to do,” Justice Singh told the Centre. 

The court, however, clearly said that proliferation of 
pornography cannot be seen as a freedom of 
expression issue. 

"You have to draw a line on what can be viewed in 
public and what can be viewed in private," the bench 
said. 

These observations came after the Centre submitted 
that it was difficult to ban pornographic websites as 
they do not fall under any country's jurisdiction. 

The judges advised the Centre to seek advice from 
experts and the National Commission for Women 
(NCW) on ways to ban websites dealing with adult and 
child pornography. 

Additional solicitor-general Pinky Anand said agencies 
like Interpol and CBI were already taking steps to 
block sites that deal in child pornography. But she said 
blocking adult pornographic sites was another matter. 

"It is possible to ban child pornography but it is not 
possible to ban pornographic websites as they are not 
under any country's juridiction," she said. 

Lawyer Vijay Panjwani, appearing for the petitioner, 
argued strongly in favour of a ban on watching or 
disseminating pornographic materials in public places. 

"We are not concerned what a group of people do in a 
room. Obscenity is prohibited under law. And what is 
not permissible under the Indian law, the government 
has to take steps to prohibit it)," the court said. 

The Centre had then termed pornography as an issue 
that falls in a grey area of the law, and would need a 
public debate to come to resolution. 

Analysis 
A worrying ban   
The Hindu  

On July 31, 2015, the Department of 
Telecommunications instructed internet service 
providers to block a list of 857 websites, most of them 
pornographic. The instruction was ostensibly the 
outcome of a Supreme Court order on a PIL petition 
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against pornography. The negative public reaction to 
the ban was unsurprising; not only did the ban have 
huge implications for fundamental rights, Indians 
rank among the top 5 countries for viewership of 
porn (according to the statistics of banned website 
Pornhub). 
The ban is patently invalid as it runs afoul of the 
Supreme Court’s judgment in Shreya Singhal v. 
Union of India. In that judgment, the Court struck 
down Section 66A of the Information Technology Act, 
2000 (the IT Act) but also upheld the constitutionality 
of Sections 69A and 79, which provide the procedure 
for blocking websites under the Act. 
 
The story begins with the petition filed by Kamlesh 
Vaswani, which is filled with claims of the nexus 
between pornography and violence that can, at 
best, be described as factually tenuous. On July 8, 
Vaswani’s lawyer asked the Court to pass an interim 
order blocking all websites until the Ministry of Home 
Affairs took a stand. The Court refused, stating that 
such a ban would be a violation of the right to 
personal liberty under Article 21 of the 
Constitution. It adjourned the matter to August 10 
but before doing so, chastised the government for 
failing to block child pornography websites. 
The government then took this chastisement and ran 
wild . Interpreting it as an order (despite the fact that 
the actual order only contained an adjournment) the 
Department of Telecommunications (DoT) used 
Section 79(3)(b) of the IT Act to instruct Internet 
Service Providers (ISPs) to block a list of websites. 
After it was pointed out that this was in direct 
contravention of the opinion of the Court whose 
‘order’ it sought to implement, the government 
retracted its provision somewhat. It now claims that 
the ban is “temporary” and justifies it on the ground 
that it blocks child pornography (or prevents children 
from accessing pornography — reports are conflicting) 
even though there is little reason to believe this is the 
case. 

 
Limited application 
So how does the ban fall afoul of the Shreya Singhal 
judgment? Amongst other things, the judgment limited 
the application of Section 79, which enabled 
intermediaries to block websites at their own 
discretion, by tying it to Section 69A, which contains 
the procedure for the government to block websites. It 
stated that intermediaries or ISPs could only block 
websites if they received “actual knowledge” of a court 
order or received a notification under Section 69A. 
This notification must, in turn, follow the procedure 
established by the Information Technology 
(Procedure and Safeguards for Blocking for Access 
of Information by Public) Rules, 2009 (the IT 
Rules), which require that all reasonable efforts be 
made to find the person hosting the information. 
It is highly improbable that the government made such 
efforts for each of the 857 websites. Given that the 
government neither received an explicit order nor 
followed the established procedure, the ban thus fails 
on procedural grounds. 
 
The ban fails on substantive grounds as well. The 
instruction issued by the DoT justified the block on the 
grounds that the websites “relate to morality, decency 
as given in Article 19(2) of the Constitution.” 
However, it is well established that Article 19(2) is not 
a law in and of itself — it merely lists the reasons 
which legislatures can cite to pass a law restricting the 
fundamental freedoms granted under Article 19(1). 
Section 69A of the IT Act (which Shreya Singhal ties 
Section 79 to) lists many of the reasons included in 
Article 19(2) but “morality” and “decency” are not 
some of them. 
However, the validity of the ban is not the most 
pressing issue at hand. The government is already 
retracting its position on the matter and the Supreme 
Court is likely to weigh in on the issue again when the 
PIL petition is next heard. The most worrying issue is 
that the safeguards to prevent the abuse of Sections 
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69A and 79, that the Supreme Court declared sufficient 
in Shreya Singhal, have so obviously failed. It is only 
because of the popularity of porn that the issue has 
received national attention; what would happen if it 
affected the rights of a smaller and less vocal segment 
of society? 
 
This question returns to the Shreya Singhal judgment 
or, more specifically, one if its drawbacks. Rule 16 of 
the IT Rules declares that instructions such as the letter 
sent by the DoT must actually be kept confidential. 
The constitutionality of Rule 16 was questioned in 
Shreya Singhal but the Court only acknowledges it and 
fails to declare its position either way. Given that the 
established procedure only requires that “reasonable 
efforts” be made to contact the host of the website, 
who could often be outside Indian jurisdiction, Rule 16 
directly affects the right of Indians to access 
information and should be struck down. At the very 
least, messages on blocked websites should contain the 
exact information of the court order or government 
notification so that they can be scrutinised by the 
public, Else question marks will always remain over 
each blocked website. After all, one of the fundamental 
principles of natural justice is that “justice must not 
only be done, but must be seen to be done”. 
 

POCSO  
In order to effectively address the heinous crimes of 
sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children 
through less ambiguous and more stringent legal 
provisions, the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development championed the introduction of the 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act, 2012. 

The Act defines a child as any person below eighteen 
years of age, and regards the best interests and well-
being of the child as being of paramount importance at 

every stage, to ensure the healthy physical, emotional, 
intellectual and social development of the child.  

It defines different forms of sexual abuse, including 
penetrative and non-penetrative assault, as well as 
sexual harassment and pornography, and deems a 
sexual assault to be “aggravated” under certain 
circumstances, such as when the abused child is 
mentally ill or when the abuse is committed by a 
person in a position of trust or authority vis-à-vis the 
child, like a family member, police officer, teacher, or 
doctor.  

People who traffic children for sexual purposes are 
also punishable under the provisions relating to 
abetment in the Act. The Act prescribes stringent 
punishment graded as per the gravity of the offence, 
with a maximum term of rigorous imprisonment for 
life, and fine. 

Under Section 44 of the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO)Act and Rule 6 of POCSO 
Rules, 2012, the National Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights, in addition to its assigned functions, 
also mandated: 

1. To monitor in the implementation of Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 
2012; 

2. To monitor the designation of Special Courts by 
State Governments; 

3. To monitor the appointment of Public Prosecutors 
by State Governments; 

4. To monitor the formulation of the guidelines 
described in section 39 of the Act by the State 
Governments, for the use of non-governmental 
organisations, professionals and experts or persons 
having knowledge of psychology, social work, 
physical health, mental health and child 
development to be associated with the pre-trial and 
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trial stage to assist the child, and to monitor the 
application of these guidelines; 

5. To monitor the designing and implementation of 
modules for training police personnel and other 
concerned persons, including officers of the 
Central and State Governments, for the effective 
discharge of their functions under the Act; 

6. To monitor and support the Central Government 
and State Governments for the dissemination of 
information relating to the provisions of the Act 
through media including the television, radio and 
print media at regular intervals, so as to make the 
general public, children as well as their parents and 
guardians aware of the provisions of the Act; 

7. To call for a report on any specific case of child 
sexual abuse falling within the jurisdiction of a 
Child Welfare Committee CWC; 

8. To collect information and data on its own or from 
the relevant agencies regarding reported cases of 
sexual abuse and their disposal under the processes 
established under the Act, including information 
on the following:- 

o Number and details of offences reported 
under the Act; 

o Whether the procedures prescribed under 
the Act and rules were followed, Including 
those regarding timeframes; 

o Details of arrangements for care and 
protection of victims of offences under 
this Act, including arrangements for 
emergency medical care and medical 
examination; and 

o Details regarding assessment of the need 
for care and protection of a child by the 
concerned CWC in any specific case. 

9. To assess the implementation of the provisions of 
the Act and to include a report in a separate 
chapter in its Annual Report to the Parliament. 

‘Operation Nirbheek’ to go 
national      The Hindu  

 
Encouraged by the impact of the Delhi Police’s 
‘Operation Nirbheek’ within six months since its 
launch, the Union Government is preparing for a 
nationwide launch of the programme.  

The overwhelmingly large number of children — 
mainly girls — the Delhi Police have reached out to, 
has left the Union Ministry of Women and Child 
Development wanting the ‘Operation’ be conducted in 
each and every school in this country.  

Speaking to The Hindu , Union Minister for Women 
and Child Development Maneka Gandhi said the 
initiative caught her attention due to the fact that the 
police themselves were meeting girl students at 
government and private schools in Delhi.  

“The police have been doing well to install complaints 
boxes in schools and promising confidentiality to the 
children,” said Ms. Gandhi.  
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“We are working on a very effective film that will be 
shown to every child to educate them about ‘good 
touch and bad touch’. Armed with the video, the police 
across the country will be instructed to periodically 
visit all schools in their area,” the Minister added.  

The initiative has also caught the attention of the Child 
Exploitation and Online Protection Command (CEOP), 
a unit under the United Kingdom’s National Crime 
Agency. The CEOP has been interacting with some of 
the top Delhi Police officers to share their expertise in 
order to strengthen the ‘Operation’.  

Conceived by Deputy Commissioner of Police 
(North-East Delhi) Veenu Bansal, the initiative was 
first launched in his district in the first week of August 
last year. Delhi Police Commissioner B.S. Bassi came 
out with a standing order two months later asking other 
districts to follow suit.  

 Till December, the police have interacted with more 
than five lakh children in their schools and installed 
complaint boxes in more than 1,000 schools. A dozen 
FIRs have been registered based on shocking 
revelations of sexual abuse by girls, made either in 
person or through the complaint boxes.  

Of these, nine FIRs were registered in the northeast 
district alone, from where the operation kicked off. 
Joint Commissioner of Police (Eastern Range) Sanjay 
Beniwal, who has offered Mr. Bansal all possible 
support in the initiative, said his priority was to ensure 
that children are taught about “bad touch” before 
they learn French or German in school.  

Having interacted with over 2.8 lakh children already, 
the northeast district police have received around 200 
written complaints and over 600 verbal complaints 
regarding sexual abuse.  

“Most of these cases would never reach us had it not 
been for Operation Nirbheek, in which our police 

personnel take their time to create a situation of trust, 
after which the children confide in us,” Mr. Bansal told 
The Hindu .  

The police deal at a personal level with the complaints 
received about stalking, staring and eve-teasing. 
However, in some cases they are compelled to register 
an FIR. The perpetrators most often are found to be the 
victims’ fathers, brothers or relatives, all who have 
been indulging in sexual abuse for months and even 
years in some cases.  

The impact of the initiative has been greater than the 
police had expected.  

“For the past few weeks, we have been receiving 
requests from madrasas to conduct the programme at 
their institutions,” said a senior officer.  

Child Health 

Integrated Child Protection Scheme  

The Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) is a 
centrally sponsored scheme aimed at building a 
protective environment for children in difficult 
circumstances, as well as other vulnerable children, 
through Government-Civil Society Partnership 
 
The ICPS: Objectives 

ICPS brings together multiple existing child protection 
schemes of the Ministry  under one comprehensive 
umbrella, and integrates additional interventions for 
protecting children and preventing harm. ICPS, 
therefore, would institutionalize essential services and 
strengthen structures, enhance capacities at all levels, 
create database and knowledge base for child 
protection services,  strengthen child protection at 
family and community level, ensure appropriate inter-
sectoral response at all levels. 
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 The scheme would set up a child protection data 
management system to formulate and implement 
effective intervention strategies and monitor their 
outcomes. Regular evaluation of the programmes and 
structures would be conducted and course correction 
would be undertaken 

Integrated Child Development Services 
(ICDS) Scheme 

The Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) 
Scheme was launched with the objectives (i) to 
improve the nutritional and health status of children in 
the age-group 0-6 years;(ii) to lay the foundation for 
proper psychological, physical and social development 
of the child; (iii) to reduce the incidence of mortality, 
morbidity, malnutrition and school dropout; (iv) to 
achieve effective co-ordination of policy and 
implementation amongst the various departments to 
promote child development; and (v) to enhance the 
capability of the mother to look after the normal health 
and nutritional needs of the child through proper 
nutrition and health education.  

In order to achieve these objectives, a package of six 
services namely  (i) supplementary nutrition (SNP), 
(ii)   immunization, (iii) health check-up, (iv) referral 
services, (v) pre-school non-formal education and vi) 
nutrition & health education are provided. Three of the 
six services namely Immunization, Health Check-up 
and Referral Services are delivered through Public 
Health Infrastructure under the Ministry of Health & 
Family Welfare 

13-July-2016 PIB 
The Integrated Child Development Scheme 

Being Completely Revamped To Address The 
Issue Of Malnutrition  

The Minister of Women & Child Development, Smt 
Maneka Sanjay Gandhi said that the Ministry is 
undertaking a complete revamp of the ICDS Program 

as the level of malnutrition in the country continues to 
be high. The Ministry is working in a convergence 
mode with NITI Ayog, Ministries of Health and 
Education and other stakeholders to deal with the 
problem of malnutrition on a war footing, the Minister 
added. Smt Maneka Gandhi said that the digitization of 
anganwadis is being taken up and both hardware well 
as is software is being provided for real time 
monitoring of every child and every pregnant and 
lactating mother. The anganwadi workers will be given 
smartphones and the supervisors will be given tablets 
for which the State government should provide 
training to anganwadi workers to help shift to the new 
IT-based system. 

The WCD Minister issued strict instructions to the 
states to comply with the directives of the WCD 
Ministry pertaining to clean food, prepared untouched 
by hand with sufficient availability of micro nutrients. 
“We are also looking at further standardizing the 
supplementary nutrition so that hygienic, nutritious 
and locally acceptable food is given to the children and 
mothers through a standardized process of 
manufacturing and distribution. This is warranted as 
the current systems of adhoc procurement and 
preparation have not succeeded in reducing 
malnutrition” the Minister explained. Smt Gandhi said 
that the WCD Ministry is making efforts to get the cost 
norms increased from the current levels so that better 
food can be provided to the beneficiaries. 

NOTE- All the issues related to child 
health, MDG, Immunization , Government 
policy and Programmes and 3 year 
Current Articles from various newspapers 
and PIB are covered in detail in the Aspire 
IAS ‘Health’ Handout  

 

Child Adoption Rackets 
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 Background- Noting that the interests should be kept 
“first and foremost” during adoption, the Supreme 
Court on Monday directed the Centre and the States to 
frame regulations under the Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection) Act, 2015 to implement the new guidelines 
for in-country and inter-country adoption to make the 
process transparent, friendly and fool-proof.  

“Whether it is in-country or inter-country adoption, the 
interest of the child should be supreme. There should 
be no compromise whatsoever,” Chief Justice of India 
T.S. Thakur, who headed a three-judge Bench, told the 
Centre.  

The new juvenile law defines “adoption” as the 
process through which the adopted child is 
permanently separated from his biological parents and 
becomes the lawful child of his adoptive parents with 
all the rights, privileges and responsibilities that are 
attached to a biological child. Section 2 of the 2015 

Act mandates that adoption regulations should be 
framed by the authority notified for the purpose by the 
Centre.  

Terming the new law and its guidelines 
“comprehensive” and in line with the U.N. Convention 
on the Rights of the Child of 1989, the Supreme Court 
said it “puts in place safeguards against trafficking of 
children in the name of adoption.” 

Disposing of the PIL filed by NGO Advait Foundation 
in 2012 highlighting the trafficking of children in the 
cover of adoption, the Bench, however, refused the 
NGO’s plea for an omnibus CBI probe into such 
rackets in the past in various parts of the country.  

“Bring specific instances of adoption rackets, we will 
order for CBI investigation. You cannot ask for an 
omnibus CBI probe into all adoption issues,” Chief 
Justice Thakur said.  
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Government notifies new simplified 
“Guidelines Governing Adoption of 
Children 2015” 

Ministry of Women and Child Development has 
notified revised Guidelines Governing Adoption of 
Children 2015 effective from1.8.2015. The 2015 
Guidelines issued by the Central Adoption Resource 
Authority (CARA) would replace the 2011 Adoption 
Guidelines.   

 The revised guidelines have been framed keeping in 
mind the issues and challenges faced by CARA, 
Adoption Agencies and Prospective Adoptive Parents 
(PAPs).  

These Guidelines are intended to provide for more 
effective regulation for adoption of orphan, abandoned 
and surrendered children and would bring more 
transparency and efficiency in the adoption system. 
With the new guidelines, it would become possible for 
PAPs to track the status of their application making the 
entire system more user friendly. 

  

Accordingly, Central Adoption Resource Information 
Guidance System (CARINGS), as an e-governance 
measure created for the purpose of facilitating 
adoption of children, has been revamped. CARINGS 
will facilitate the adoption of maximum number of 
adoptable children and ensure a smoother adoption 
process by curbing undue delays. For hassle-free 
adoption, CARINGS will contain a centralized data 
bank of adoptable children and PAPs. Clear cut 
timelines for domestic and inter-country adoption have 
been laid down to ensure early deinstitutionalization of 
such children. 

 All District Child Protection Units (DCPUs) will be 
connected online to CARINGS. DCPUs will be 
responsible for making newspaper publications of 

abandoned children and the expenditure, if required, 
could be incurred under Integrated Child Protection 
Units (ICPS) Fund. One DCPU member will also be 
part of the Adoption Committee.  

  

 

 

i. Clear and transparent procedure for 
registration of resident Indians and provision 
for uploading required documents online.  

ii. PAPs have an option to select an adoption 
agency of their choice for conducting Home 
Study Report (HSR) and preferred State also.  

iii. Home study Report of PAPs can be prepared 
by SARA/DCPU empanelled social worker. 

iv. Seniority of PAPs would be maintained from 
the date of registration.  

v. The maximum combined age for married 
couple has been increased from 105 years to 
110 years to encourage adoption of older 
children. 

vi. Minimum 25 years age gap between the child 
and adoptive parents has been prescribed. 

vii. More clarity in adoption of special needs 
children, older children and siblings. Older 
children and siblings would no more be 
considered as special needs children. 

viii. All Specialised Adoption Agencies (SAAs) 
would be authorised to do In-country & Inter-
country adoption.  

ix. Inter-state adoptions made simpler to boost 
adoptions within the country; No permission 
of  State Adoption Resource Agency (SARA) 
is required for domestic adoption from another 
State. 
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x. NRIs would be treated at par with resident 

Indians in terms of priority regarding referral 
of a child.   

xi. Greater clarity in the process and 
documentation for OCI and Foreign PAPs 
living in India.  

xii. Adoption expenses for different category of 
PAPs prescribed.  

xiii. Authorised Foreign Adoption Agency (AFAA) 
would have a provision of renewal after a 
period of five years.  

xiv. All adoptions (in-country or inter-country) to 
proceed on CARINGS, adoption outside 
CARINGS is strictly prohibited.  

 

Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a 
statutory body of Ministry of Women & Child 
Development, Government of India. It functions as the 
nodal body for adoption of Indian children and is 
mandated to monitor and regulate in-country and 
inter-country adoptions.  

CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal 
with inter-country adoptions in accordance with the 
provisions of the Hague Convention on Inter-
country Adoption, 1993, ratified by Government of 
India in 2003. 

 CARA primarily deals with adoption of orphan, 
abandoned and surrendered children through its 
associated /recognised adoption agencies. 

 

Measures by Government to protect 
Child Rights  

The Government has taken several legislative and 
policy measures to protect child rights in the 
country.  It is already implementing several laws, 
policies and programmes for protection of child rights 
in the country.  Some of the key legislative and policy 
measures are:- 

  
1. Enactment of Commissions for Protection of Child 

Rights Act, 2005 for setting up of  National 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) and State Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights (SCPCR) 

2. The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act of 2000 amended in 2006 and 
2011and Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Bill 2014. 

3. The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 
4. The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

Act, 2012 
5. National  Policy for Children, 2013 
6. National Early Childhood Care and Education 

(ECCE) Policy, 2013 
7. The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory 

Education (RTE) Act, 2009. 
8. Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) 

Amendment Bill, 2012. 
 

Government Schemes to protect Child Rights 
 

 The following Schemes are being implemented:- 
  

i. Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) 
in 2009. 

 
ii. Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana 

(IGMSY), 2010. 
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iii. Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for Empowerment of 

Adolescent Girls (Sabla), 2010. 
 
iv. Restructured Integrated Child Development 

Scheme (ICDS), 2012. 
 

v. Rajiv Gandhi  National Creche Scheme 
 
vi. Ujjawala 

 
vii. Childline and Track Child. 
 
viii. Multi-sectoralprogramme to address 

Maternal and Child under nutrition 
 
ix. Beti Bachao, BetiPadhao. 

 
x. RashtriyaBalSwasthyaKaryakaram (RBSK) 

launched in 2013. 
  

The Government is committed to continually 
reviewing programmes, with a view to making them 
more impactful and efficient, in their structure and 
their implementation. 
 
The Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) Act, 2015 

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 
Act, 2015 has come into force and repeals the Juvenile 
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000. 
The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 
Bill, 2015 was passed by Lok Sabha on 7th May, 2015; 
was passed by Rajya Sabha on 22nd December, 2015 
and received Presidential assent on 31st December, 
2015. 

The JJ Act, 2015 provides for strengthened provisions 
for both children in need of care and protection and 
children in conflict with law.  

Some of the key provisions include:  

 change in nomenclature from ‘juvenile’ to ‘child’ 
or ‘child in conflict with law’, across the Act to 
remove the negative connotation associated with 
the word “juvenile”;  

  inclusion of several new definitions such as 
orphaned, abandoned and surrendered children; 
and petty, serious and heinous offences committed 
by children;   

 clarity in powers, function and responsibilities of 
Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) and Child Welfare 
Committee (CWC); 

  clear timelines for inquiry by Juvenile Justice 
Board (JJB);  

 special provisions for heinous offences committed 
by children above the age of sixteen year;  

 separate new chapter on Adoption to streamline 
adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered 
children;  

 inclusion of new offences committed against 
children; and mandatory registration of Child Care 
Institutions.  

Under Section 15, special provisions have been made 
to tackle child offenders committing heinous offences 
in the age group of 16-18 years. The Juvenile Justice 
Board is given the option to transfer cases of 
heinous offences by such children to a Children’s 
Court (Court of Session) after conducting preliminary 
assessment. The provisions provide for placing 
children in a ‘place of safety’ both during and after the 
trial till they attain the age of 21 years after which an 
evaluation of the child shall be conducted by the 
Children’s Court. After the evaluation, the child is 
either released on probation and if the child is not 
reformed then the child will be sent to a jail for 
remaining term. The law will act as a deterrent for 
child offenders committing heinous offences such as 
rape and murder and will protect the rights of victim. 

To streamline adoption procedures for orphan, 
abandoned and surrendered children, the existing 
Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is 
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given the status of a statutory body to enable it to 
perform its function more effectively.  Separate 
chapter (VIII) on Adoption provides for detailed 
provisions relating to adoption and punishments for 
not complying with the laid down procedure. Processes 
have been streamlined with timelines for both in-
country and inter-country adoption including declaring 
a child legally free for adoption.   

Several rehabilitation and social reintegration 
measures have been provided for children in conflict 
with law and those in need of care and protection. 
Under the institutional care, children are provided with 
various services including education, health, nutrition, 
de-addiction, treatment of diseases, vocational training, 
skill development, life skill education, counselling, etc 
to help them assume a constructive role in the society.  

The variety of non-institutional options include: 
sponsorship and foster care including group foster care 
for placing children in a family environment which is 
other than child’s biological family, which is to be 
selected, qualified, approved and supervised for 
providing care to children.  

Several new offences committed against children, 
which are so far not adequately covered under any 
other law, are included in the Act. These include: sale 
and procurement of children for any purpose including 
illegal adoption, corporal punishment in child care 
institutions, use of child by militant groups, offences 
against disabled children and, kidnapping and 
abduction of children.  

           All child care institutions, whether run by State 
Government or by voluntary or non-governmental 
organisations, which are meant, either wholly or 
partially for housing children, regardless of whether 
they receive grants from the Government, are to be 

mandatorily registered under the Act within 6 months 
from the date of commencement of the Act. Stringent 
penalty is provided in the law in case of non-
compliance.  

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao: 
 

 

The adverse and declining child sex ratio (CSR) across 
the States is a major cause of concern for the 
Government as it has fallen from 927 in 2001 to 918 in 
2011. The WCD Ministry has taken a major step to 
arrest this trend by launching its flagship 
programme Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) this 
year. The programme was launched by the Prime 
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi at Panipat in Haryana on 
22nd January, 2015. WCD Ministry is working closely 
with the Ministries of Human Resource Development 
and Health and Family Welfare to design and 
implement the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) 
initiative. BBBP seeks to improve the declining trend 
of Child Sex Ratio (CSR) in 100 selected districts in 
every State/ UT from the current level of 918 by 
preventing gender- biased sex selection and ensuring 
survival, protection and education of the girl child. 
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An exhaustive National Media Campaign for 
advocacy and mind set change with a 360 degree 
approach was rolled out in January, 2015. Pan India 
awareness programmes have been organized 
including radio (in Hindi & regional languages), TV, 
SMS campaigns, Mobile Exhibition Vans in 96 BBBP 
Districts, field publicity with the support of Song and 
Drama Division (4309 Programmes) and Directorate of 
Field Publicity (114 Programmes) of Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting.During the year 2014-15 
and 2015-16, Rs. 48.10 crore was spent for the 
advocacy campaign. The campaign for 2015-16 would 
include online digital media, Radio and TV campaign, 
Cinema Halls, IVR based 139 (the universal railway 
enquiry number), community engagement through 
Song & Drama Division of Ministry of Information & 
Broadcasting. 

  

The Minister of Women & Child Development, Smt 
Maneka Sanjay Gandhi has written to Members of 
Parliament (MPs) for integration of BBBP under 

Adarsh Gram Yojana for improving Child Sex Ratio in 
the village(s) selected. Digital India week exhibition of 
best practice under BBBP, Mobile application on 
BBBP, widespread use of social and online media by 
BBBP like Facebook, Twitter, Youtube, website, 
MyGov, Vikaspedia etc., are other initiatives taken up 
vigorously by the Ministry. 

Multi-sectoral District Action Plans have been 
operationalized in all states. District Collectors are 
leading the initiative and several best practices are 
seen. An increasing trend is visible in at least 50% of 
the BBBP districts for the period from January-March 
2015 in comparison to the baseline values of Sex Ratio 
at Birth in 2013-14 (as per HMIS). Capacity building 
and Training has been imparted to Master Trainers to 
further strengthen capacities of District officials and 
frontline workers on the issue. Several organizations 
have come forward to forge partnershipand engage on 
the issue. 
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Engendering Young Boys and Girls in 
Educational Institutions through Gender 
Champions: 

 
To sensitize young boys and girls on gender equality 
issues, the scheme of Gender Champions has been 
introduced from the school level itself. The initiative 
has been conceptualized to be implemented through 
Educational institutions for sensitizing young boys 
and girls and for creating awareness on laws, 
legislations, legal rights and life skills education. 
Gender Champions would be identified in each class 
from 8th upwards and Gender Champions Club will be 
institutionalized in Educational institutions. The 
Gender Champion Guidelines developed by WCD 
Ministry are being operationalized in collaboration 
with M/o Human Resource Development. Department 
of Higher Education has already taken up the initiative 
with University Grant Commission (UGC). UGC vide 
a notification dated 3rd August, 2015 has requested 
Colleges and Universities to implement Gender 
Champions., this programme has been started for all 
educational institutions where selected boys and girls 
will be recognized as Gender Champions. The 
objective is to catch them young and ingrain gender 
equality during their formative years. 

Steps taken on Missing Children: 

Several measures have been taken up for tracking, 
rehabilitating/restoring lost, missing and trafficked 
children. 

i) Khoya Paya: 

 

The Ministry of Women and Child Development, with 
the assistance of Department of Electronics and 
Information Technology(DeitY), has launched a web 
portal Khoya-Paya for reporting and searching missing 
children. The web portal ‘Khoya-Paya’ will have 
information of missing and sighted children. So far 
approximately 2700 users have registered on the portal 
and around 1500 have downloaded mobile application 
for usage through their mobile phones. Around 1500 
cases of missing/sighted children have been reported 
and 140 cases of missing children have been closed on 
the portal. 

ii)      MOU with Railways: 

Ministry of Women and Child Development and 
Ministry of Railways have framed path-breaking 
Special Operating Procedures (SOPs) to be 
implemented by Railways for runaway, abandoned, 
kidnapped, trafficked children via medium of railways. 
Child Helpline Centres at 20 major Railway Stations 
for rehabilitation and rescue of such children have 
been established. The Railway Stations will have 
NGOs/Child Help Groups/Childline Units working 
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with them who will work towards restoration of 
children to their parents/guardians or their 
rehabilitation in the absence of the former. Posters are 
being put out in railway coaches and railway stations 
to entail citizen participation in spotting and reporting 
missing/lost children. Regular Public announcements 
will be made at railway stations for information of 
public as well as children. 

iii)    Expanding Childline 

Childline is a nation-wide initiative for rescuing and 
assisting children in distress conditions. In the last 18 
months, Childline has been extended to 386 cities. It is 
proposed to extend this to 500 cities by the middle of 
next year. 

 

“Operation Smile-II” to start from 1st 
January, 2016 throughout the country 
PIB 
 
Operation Smile II – a dedicated search and 
rescue mission to trace missing children 
 
The Government of India has requested the States/UTs 
to start “Operation Smile-II” from 1st January, 2016 to 
31st January, 2016 to be rolled out throughout the 
country as a follow up of the earlier campaign to 
rescue/rehabilitate the missing children. 
 
Earlier all States/UTs were advised to take up a one 
month campaign titled ‘Operation Smile’ in the month 
of January, 2015 to rescue/rehabilitate the missing 
children. Similarly, another dedicated campaign titled 
‘Operation Muskaan’ was launched in the month of 
July, 2015 throughout the country. 
  
The States have so far reported that 9146 children 
under Operation ‘Smile’ and 19742 children under 

Operation “Muskaan” were rescued/rehabilitated. A 
large number of missing children have been reunited 
with their families which is a remarkable achievement 
made by the field offices. In order to motivate the 
policemen to take up such causes with sincerity and 
empathy, 44 Police Officers from different States/UTs 
who had played a commendable role during Operation 
“Smile” in January 2015 were recognized and 
rewarded by the Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath 
Singh during the National Conference on Anti Human 
Trafficking held in New Delhi on 7th October, 2015.  
 
Various activities are being undertaken with respect to 
the rolling out of “Operation Smile-II”. During this 
operation, all children residing in shelter homes, 
platforms, bus stands, roads, religious places, etc. are 
to be screened by trained police personnel. Before 1st 
January, 2016, the Police Personnel from each state are 
to be properly trained in methodology to extract 
information from such children tactfully without their 
getting intimidated, as well as in various provisions of 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) 
Act, Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 
JJ Act, Protection of Child Right Act, relevant sections 
of Cr.PC & IPC and Advisories issued by MHA etc. 
To know the magnitude of the problem, data with full 
details of number of cases of missing children will be 
maintained and shared at intra-State and Inter-state 
level. Information about Child Welfare Committees 
(CWCs) would be prepared and shared among all 
rescue teams and stakeholders. 
 
During the operation, the particulars of such identified 
children will be uploaded on the 'Missing child' 
portal of the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development by the respective State Police. 
Rehabilitation measures whenever needed are to be 
taken up in coordination with the other line 
Departments like Department of Women & Child 
Development, Police, Labour, etc so that scope of re-
victimization is eliminated. It has also been 
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emphasized that public awareness should be increased 
by way of national campaign, advertisement on 
national media, etc. 
  
 

 

Adoption Reforms: 

 

 

In adoption reforms, the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development has notified the revised ‘Guidelines 
Governing Adoption of Children 2015’ which have 
come into force with effect from August, 1, 2015. The 
revised guidelines coupled with the new IT enabled 
adoption system – CARINGS, provide a transparent 
process of adoption under which all the child care 
institutions of the country have been brought into an 
integrated system. The Guidelines were brought into 
effect to make the entire adoption process hassle free 
by minimizing delays at various levels. 

 The provisions include declaring orphan, abandoned 
and surrendered children legally free for adoption by 
Child Welfare Committee(CWC) in a time bound 
manner, enabling online registration of PAPs for 
referral and matching, conducting Home Study 

Reports of the PAPs within a period of one month, 
mandating District Child Protection Unit(DCPU) to 
expedite placement of all adoptable children 
including  setting up of linkage between Specialised 
Adoption Agency(SAA) and Child Care 
Institution(CCI) to  reach all adoptable children etc. 

For hassle-free adoption, CARINGS will contain a 
Centralized Data Bank of adoptable children and 
PAPs. Clear cut timelines for domestic and inter-
country adoption have been laid down to ensure early 
deinstitutionalization of such children. A toll-free 
adoption helpline no. 1800-111-311, has been 
initiated by CARA for helping domestic prospective 
adoptive parents, Indian adoption agencies and general 
public in adoption related matters. 

Foster Care Guidelines: 

A new system of providing foster care to children has 
been put in place and new guidelines have been issued. 
This permits children to be looked after by individual 
families as foster parents thereby providing a much 
better standard of care and protection than what these 
children get in the child care institutions. 

Aadhar Cards for Children in Child Care 
Institutions: 

This initiative has been started in collaboration with 
UIDAI to provide Aadhar cards to all children in every 
child care institution so that they have permanent 
identity for future. This will help them to access 
various Government services after they grow up. 

Mandatory Registration of all Child Care 
Institutions: 

The State Governments have been ordered to bring 
every child care institution into the scope of 
registration so that minimum standards of care and 
protection can be provided to children. The process of 
identifying un-registered institutions has already 
started in most of the States. This will also bring many 
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more children into the scope of adoption and they will 
be able to get family for themselves. 

National Nutrition Mission: 

A new Mission to tackle the problem of malnutrition 
is being launched by March 2016 so that 
supplementary nutrition can be provided in a targeted 
manner with real-time IT based monitoring at ground 
level. Necessary software for this has already been put 
in place and a detailed proposal has been submitted for 
approval of Cabinet. The Mission has been uniquely 
designed with participation of national and multi-
national entities providing assistance in various forms. 
It will put in place a comprehensive set of measures 
and activities that will address pivotal and complex 
issues of malnutrition and focus on outcome 
monitoring, training and capacity building. 

Junk Food Guidelines: 

Ministry of Women and Child Development 
constituted a working group under the Chairmanship 
of Director, NIN, Hyderabad which examined the 
regulatory framework of junk food in 23 countries 
across the world and made its recommendations. The 
Ministry of Women and Child Development has 
forwarded the recommendation/report of the working 
group to the Ministry of HRD for suitably notifying 
and implementing the same in schools. It has also 
written to M/o Health and Family Welfare for 
including the same in the guidelines made by Food 
Safety Standard Authority of India(FSSAI).  
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It has suggested a comprehensive definition of junk 
food in the context of children and has suggested that 
all food items falling in the definition of junk food 
should be banned in the school canteens. It has also 
suggested that vendors/street vendors should not be 
permitted to sell these foods during school timings in a 
vicinity of 200 meters from any school. They further 
suggested that shops and restaurants selling food 
within 200 meters of a school should not be permitted 
to sell these foods to children in school uniforms. They 
have also suggested that a list of desirable food items 
to be offered in the school canteen. 

Film on Good Touch Bad Touch – 
KOMAL: 

A National Award winning animation film KOMAL 
has been produced to educate young children on sexual 
misconduct. The school organizations have been 
directed to have this film shown to all children in all 
schools. 

Film on Maternal and Neo-natal Care 

This film has been produced specifically for showing 
in maternity wards of hospitals so as to educate new 
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mothers on care of new born babies so that the neo-
natal mortality is reduced.  

National Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights 
 
The National Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR) was set up in March 2007 under the 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005, 
an Act of Parliament (December 2005). The 
Commission's Mandate is to ensure that all Laws, 
Policies, Programmes, and Administrative 
Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child Rights 
perspective as enshrined in the Constitution of India 
and also the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. The Child is defined as a person in the 0 to 18 
years age group. 
The Commission visualises a rights-based perspective 
flowing into National Policies and Programmes, along 
with nuanced responses at the State, District and Block 
levels, taking care of specificities and strengths of each 
region. In order to touch every child, it seeks a deeper 
penetration to communities and households and 
expects that the ground experiences gathered at the 
field are taken into consideration by all the authorities 
at the higher level. Thus the Commission sees an 
indispensable role for the State, sound institution-
building processes, respect for decentralization 
at   the  local  bodies  and  community level and larger 
societal concern for children and their well-being. 
 
 

Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi launches 
POCSO e-Button for children to file 

complaints of sexual abuse  

An online complaint box for reporting child sexual 
abuse, the POCSO e-Box was launched by the 
Minister for Women and Child Development, Smt. 
Maneka Sanjay Gandhi in New Delhi today. Protection 

of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO), e-Box, is 
an online complaint management system for easy and 
direct reporting of sexual offences against children and 
timely action against the offenders under the POCSO 
Act, 2012.  

Speaking on the occasion, Smt Maneka Gandhi said 
that the idea of an e-Box came out of a police initiative 
in which physical complaint boxes were placed in 
schools. The e-Box will make it possible to implement 
it on a large scale throughout the country. A large 
number of incidents of abuse are against close relatives 
and so they get pushed under the carpet, the Minister 
said. E-Box is very simple to operate and will help to 
maintain the confidentiality of the complaint, Smt 
Maneka Sanjay Gandhi explained. 

Smt Krishna Raj said that all efforts should be made to 
generate awareness about the e-Box so that more and 
more children can come out with their suffering. 
Highlighting the lifelong trauma of a child suffering 
from abuse , Mrs Stuti Kacker said that the online 
facility has been created so that the child can be given 
immediate help. 

The e-Box is incorporated prominently in the home 
page of National Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR) website http://ncpcr.gov.in/  where a 
user has to simply push a button named POSCO e-
Box. This will navigate to a page with a window 
containing an animation movie. The animation movie 
reassures the child that whatever has happened to 
him/her is not his/her fault and she/he need not feel 
guilty and that NCPCR is a friend which will help her. 
After the user presses the arrow on this page, it 
navigates  to another page where he/ she has to select 
at least one picture option (describing the category of 
harassment) and fill the form with details such as 
mobile number, e-mail and description of the 
harassment followed by  the ‘submit’ button. The 
complaint is then registered and a unique auto-
generated complaint number is flashed. 
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Sexual offences against children are rampant but only 
a small percentage gets reported. According to a 
study, about 53% of children surveyed, reported 
having faced one or the other form of sexual abuse 
in their lifetime.  In most cases, the offender is a 
family member/near relative or an acquaintance.  The 
child victim in such cases generally does not report 
these offences.  Sexual abuse scars the psyche of the 
affected child for entire life. A child who is sexually 
abused has to face very serious consequences such as 
cognitive impairment, violent and risk behaviour 
including depression and anxiety. Feeling shame and 

guilt with poor interpersonal relationship & self esteem 
are other consequences of sexually abused children.   

Being concerned about such offences against 
children, the  Government enacted POCSO Act, 20012 
to protect them from offences of sexual assault, sexual 
harassment and pornography, while safeguarding the 
interest of the child at every stage of the judicial 
process, by incorporating child friendly mechanisms 
for reporting, recording of evidence, investigation and 
speedy trial of offences through designated Special 
Courts.   Any human being up to the age of 18 years is 
recognised as a child under the POCSO Act. 

 

 

 

 

India fully committed to a strong 
partnership for protection of children 

within SAARC countries: Shri Rajnath 
Singh  
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The three day landmark meeting of SAARC Countries 
on protection of children ended with the Ministerial 
Meeting in New Delhi today. The meeting of South 
Asia Initiative to End Violence Against 
Children (SAIEVAC) was held to assess the progress 
made in collective effort to promote child rights and 
make the SAARC region safe for children.  
 
Inaugurating the Ministerial meeting , the Union Home 
Minister , Shri Rajnath Singh said that the SAARC 
region is home to the world’s largest population of 
children. Children are our most precious resource and 
it is most critical to safeguard the innocence and 
security of childhood, the Home Minister explained.  
 
Highlighting the importance of SAIEVAC, Shri 
Rajnath Singh said that it is a coalition of States which 
aims at protection of the rights of children, particularly 
protection of children from all forms of discrimination, 
abuse, neglect, exploitation, torture, trafficking ie any 
kind of violence. The SAIEVAC meeting , he said, 
will provide the subsequent agenda in terms of 
strengthening the institutional and coordination 
mechanisms and to develop a regional strategy that 
defines clear milestones towards the realization of the 
Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs).  
 
The Home Minister urged the member countries to 
take full advantage of SAIEVAC since the platform 
provides us with an opportunity for cross-country 

exchange and sharing of knowledge and resources 
related to child protection through capacity building, 
advocacy, and research. Shri Rajnath Singh expressed 
India’s full commitment towards a strong partnership 
for the protection of children.  
 
Smt Maneka Gandhi highlighted the important new 
initiatives of the Indian Government as a part of 
affirmative action for protection of children like the 
Beti bachao beti Padhao Scheme, Juvenile Justice (care 
and protection) Act, 2015, launch of Khoya-Paya; a 
Citizen based ICT platform to report missing and 
found children, extension of Childline to 402 locations 
across the country, Unique initiative with railways for 
runaway/trafficked children, inspection of Child Care 
Institutions, adoption reforms, introduction of Foster 
care among others. 
  
Smt Maneka Gandhi also outlined the steps taken 
under the important ongoing schemes/initiatives and 
by institutions like POCSO, National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights, New National Policy for 
Children, Integrated Child Protection Scheme, Sarv 
Shiksha Abhiyan, efforts to check child labour, efforts 
to prevent child marriages among others. 
 
The WCD Minister specially highlighted the new Beti 
Bachao, Beti Padhao, launched under the guidance of 
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi which has now 
become one of the flagship programs of the 
Government. The program was launched to ensure 
survival, protection, education and empowerment of 
girl child and has become extremely successful, the 
Minister explained. She further added that it is an 
excellent example of how it is possible to achieve 
behavior change in a short period of time through 
concerted, collective and determined effort of various 
stakeholders.  
 
The meeting saw a discussion on ways and means to 
achieve Sustainable Development Goals, review of 
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progress of ten years of SAIEVAC and five-year 
workplan (2011-16), formulation of draft 
recommendations by the 6th Governing Board Meeting 
and Adoption of Agenda for the next five years. The 
SAIEVAC meeting was hosted by WCD Ministry of 
Government of India. 
 
RGN Crèche Scheme (RGNCS)  

The RGN Crèche Scheme (RGNCS) of the Ministry of 
Women and Child Development has been revised and 
the revised scheme is being implemented from 
01.01.2016. 

The scheme focuses on children of 6 months to 6 
years of working women in rural and urban areas who 
are employed for a minimum period of 15 days in a 
month, or six months in a year. 

Crèches shall be open for 26 days in a month and for 
seven and half (7- ½) hours per day as per the work 
schedule of majority of the mothers in the area, which 
may be from 7.00 a.m. to 2.30p.m., 8.00 a.m. to 3.30 
p.m. or 9.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.  If required, 
arrangements may be made for mothers who have 
longer working hours with extra payment for 
additional time at reasonable rates and on mutually 
agreed basis. 

Sharing Ratio of expenditure between Government and 
implementing NGO is now 90:10.There will be One 
crèche worker and one helper in each crèche. 
Honorarium of crèche worker is increased to Rs. 
3000/. Helper’s honorarium is Rs. 1500/-. 
Supplementary nutrition has been increased to Rs. 
12.00 per child per day. 

New provision of Rs. 2000/- per year is also made for 
Pre School Education Kit. 

The Ministry is implementing RGNCS for the children 
of working mothers which provide day care facilities 
to children of working mothers.  The scheme is 
presently being implemented throughout the country 

through Central Social Welfare Board (CSWB) and 
India Council for Child Welfare (ICCW).  Grants 
under the scheme are released to the Implementing 
Agencies and not to the State Governments.  The 
Funds are further disbursed by the Implementing 
Agencies to their State Councils/ State Boards/ Non-
Governmental Organisations. Grants released to the 
implementation Agencies are as under:- 

Under the revised Scheme, the following provisions 
have been made to monitor the implementation of 
Scheme including supply of nutritious food to the 
beneficiaries of the crèches: 

i) Local level monitoring. 
ii) Monitoring by Implementing Agencies. 
iii) District level monitoring by District Monitoring 

Committee to be headed by the District Magistrate 
& assisted by the District Child Protection Unit set 
up under the Integrated Child Protection Scheme. 

iv) Monitoring by MWCD through Independent 
monitoring agencies. 

Right to Education Act 

 

The Constitution (Eighty-sixth Amendment) Act, 2002 
inserted Article 21-A in the Constitution of India to 
provide free and compulsory education of all children 
in the age group of six to fourteen years as a 
Fundamental Right in such a manner as the State may, 
by law, determine. The Right of Children to Free and 
Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009, which 
represents the consequential legislation envisaged 
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under Article 21-A, means that every child has a right 
to full time elementary education of satisfactory and 
equitable quality in a formal school which satisfies 
certain essential norms and standards. 

Article 21-A and the RTE Act came into effect on 1 
April 2010. The title of the RTE Act incorporates the 
words ‘free and compulsory’. ‘Free education’ means 
that no child, other than a child who has been admitted 
by his or her parents to a school which is not supported 
by the appropriate Government, shall be liable to pay 
any kind of fee or charges or expenses which may 
prevent him or her from pursuing and completing 
elementary education. ‘Compulsory education’ casts 
an obligation on the appropriate Government and local 
authorities to provide and ensure admission, 
attendance and completion of elementary education by 
all children in the 6-14 age groups. With this, India has 
moved forward to a rights based framework that casts 
a legal obligation on the Central and State 
Governments to implement this fundamental child 
right as enshrined in the Article 21A of the 
Constitution, in accordance with the provisions of the 
RTE Act. 

The RTE Act provides for the: 

• Right of children to free and compulsory 
education till completion of elementary 
education in a neighbourhood school. 

• It clarifies that ‘compulsory education’ means 
obligation of the appropriate government to 
provide free elementary education and ensure 
compulsory admission, attendance and 
completion of elementary education to every 
child in the six to fourteen age group. ‘Free’ 
means that no child shall be liable to pay any 
kind of fee or charges or expenses which may 
prevent him or her from pursuing and 
completing elementary education. 

• It makes provisions for a non-admitted child to 
be admitted to an age appropriate class. 

• It specifies the duties and responsibilities of 
appropriate Governments, local authority and 
parents in providing free and compulsory 
education, and sharing of financial and other 
responsibilities between the Central and State 
Governments. 

• It lays down the norms and standards relating 
inter alia to Pupil Teacher Ratios (PTRs), 
buildings and infrastructure, school-working 
days, teacher-working hours. 

• It provides for rational deployment of teachers 
by ensuring that the specified pupil teacher 
ratio is maintained for each school, rather than 
just as an average for the State or District or 
Block, thus ensuring that there is no urban-
rural imbalance in teacher postings. It also 
provides for prohibition of deployment of 
teachers for non-educational work, other than 
decennial census, elections to local authority, 
state legislatures and parliament, and disaster 
relief. 

• It provides for appointment of appropriately 
trained teachers, i.e. teachers with the requisite 
entry and academic qualifications. 

• It prohibits (a) physical punishment and 
mental harassment; (b) screening procedures 
for admission of children; (c) capitation fee; 
(d) private tuition by teachers and (e) running 
of schools without recognition, 

• It provides for development of curriculum in 
consonance with the values enshrined in the 
Constitution, and which would ensure the all-
round development of the child, building on 
the child’s knowledge, potentiality and talent 
and making the child free of fear, trauma and 
anxiety through a system of child friendly and 
child centred learning. 
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Critical Appraisal of Right to 
Education Act (PIB) 

The Vice President, Shri M. Hamid Ansari has said 
that despite the shortcomings in its implementation, the 
Right to Education Act remains a remarkable 
achievement that provides access, equity and 
inclusion for all children.  

He further said that a critical appraisal of the 
functioning of the Right to Education reveals that  

 large gaps exist in its implementation  
 the quality of education being provided; 
 High number of drop-outs and out of school 

children and the absence of equity in 
education.  

The Vice President said that quantity, quality and 
equality are the three sides of the triangle required to 
ensure Right to Education. The decline in State 
funding in the key social sector programmes, including 
education, is of particular concern, he added.  

The Vice President said that the experience gained in 
operating the RTE for the past 6 years should inform 
the correctives to reduce the gaps – monitoring the 
implementation of the Act needs to be taken more 
seriously; Vibrant partnerships among the departments 
and organizations concerned with children; 
Acceleration of poverty reduction programmes of the 
Rural Development and Ensuring that State 
Governments get the Panchayati Raj institutions 
appropriately involved.  

The idea of education as a means to social change and 
equality, informed the vision of our founding fathers as 
they drafted India’s Constitution. Equality of 
opportunity as outlined in the preamble of the Indian 
Constitution has been widely interpreted to include 
equality in provision of education. The Constitution 
(86th Amendment) Act 2002, which made elementary 
education a Fundamental Right- and its consequential 
legislation- the Right of Children to Free and 

Compulsory Education Act 2009, popularly called the 
Right to Education or RTE Act, represent a 
momentous step forward in the history of our republic. 
The Act was a ground breaking piece of legislation, the 
first in the world that puts the responsibility of 
ensuring student enrollment, attendance and 
completion of elementary education on the 
Government. 

The cornerstone of Right to Education is provision of 
free and compulsory primary education, though the 
aim is also to provide increasing access to learning 
opportunities at secondary, technical and higher levels. 
It was envisaged that under the RTE Act, teaching and 
learning processes would be stress-free. A programme 
for curricular reform was also envisaged to provide for 
a child friendly learning system, which is at once 
relevant and empowering. 

In the last six years, the Right to Education Act has 
shown promising developments. The government’s 
budget for the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the main 
vehicle for the Act’s implementation, has increased 
substantially from Rs. 12,825 crores in 2009-10 to Rs 
22,500 crore in 2016-17. Some 3.5 lakh schools have 
been opened in the last decade and 99% of India’s 
rural population now has a primary school within a 
one kilometre radius.  

These are significant gains. Yet a critical appraisal of 
the functioning of the Right to Education reveals that 
large gaps exist in its implementation. Even with the 
increasing primary enrolment rates, India has the 
largest number of out-of-school children in the world 
which is more than the out of school children in whole 
of sub-Saharan Africa. There is a huge disparity 
between the urban and rural education and rich and 
poor children have radically different schooling 
experiences. 

One of the most stringent criticisms of the RTE has 
been the quality of education being provided. The 
Global Monitoring Report 2012 ranked India a low 
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102 out of the 120 countries on the Education for 
All (EFA) Development Index, based on progress in 
universal primary education, adult literacy, gender 
parity and the quality of education. Some surveys have 
revealed that while enrolment in elementary education 
in our country has increased, there has been 
a decline in the education outcomes, with abilities in 
reading, writing and other comprehensive skills 
deteriorating among children between the ages of 6 
and 14. For instance, only a fourth of all children in 
standard III could read a standard II text fluently, a 
drop of more than 5% over five years, according to the 
2014 Annual Status Report on Education Report 
(ASER). About Rs 1,15,625 crore ($17.7 billion) has 
been spent on Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)—the 
national programme for universal elementary 
education and a core element for implementing the 
RTE—over the last five years, so the decline in the 
quality of learning is particularly disturbing. Low 
learning and falling quality of education imparted 
to children has grave implications for the future of our 
society and the country. This should be a cause for 
serious concern to the government. 

The quality of education suffers due to understaffing 
and lack of training of teachers. The flow of 
public funds has so far been focused on developing 
school infrastructure. Teacher training has been a 
neglected area. An Oxfam India policy report in 
March 2015 indicated that over 5 lakh sanctioned 
teacher’s post were lying vacant and more than 6.6 
lakh in-service teachers were un-trained. Around 37% 
of primary schools were found to be non-conformant 
with the prescribed national pupil – teacher ratio 
(PTR) norm of 30:1. Moreover, around 10% of 
schools across the country remained single teacher 
schools. Teacher absenteeism, which is rampant in 
several parts of the country, particularly impacts the 
disadvantaged students. The UNESCO EFA 
Monitoring Report for 2014, noted that teacher 
absenteeism in India varied from 15% in 
Maharashtra to 42% in Jharkhand. 

We need many more good teachers- and the only way 
to do that is to make the remuneration more attractive, 
recruit better teachers, provide them with better 
training and monitor their performance and availability 
closely 

The next major challenge is the high number of drop-
outs and out of school children. Answering a 
question in the Rajya Sabha, on 10th March 2016, the 
Minister for HRD said that in 2014, some 6.064 
million children remained out of school. There has 
been an expansion in the number of schools but the 
Right to Education Forum Stocktaking Report for 
2014, suggests that across the country, less than 10% 
schools comply with all the RTE norms. State and 
National Child Rights Commissions have been 
working actively with governments to reduce the 
percentage of children out of school.  Despite such 
efforts, we continue to see children working at 
roadside restaurants, in people’s homes, at construction 
sites, in shops and on the roads. However, to pick these 
children up and put them in school is hardly as easy as 
it sounds. 

To begin with, rescue of child laborers and punishing 
the employer is the work of the Labour Ministry and 
the state police. The responsibility of bringing children 
to schools and providing them quality education is the 
work of the Education Departments. Then again, 
monitoring implementation of the RTE Act is the 
responsibility of the child rights commissions in each 
state, which are under the Women and Child 
Development Department. Coordination between 
various implementing agencies has to be improved to 
develop synergies and create an environment 
conducive to promoting Right to education rules. 

The third issue relates to the absence of equity in 
education. Of the 6.064 million out of school children, 
a whooping 4.6 million or 76%, belonged to the 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other 
religious minorities.  Issues, such as those related to 
the 25% reservation of seats for children from 
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disadvantaged backgrounds in private schools; poor 
educational infrastructure in rural areas compared to 
urban centers; cases of discrimination on the basis of 
caste; and neglect of targeted elementary education 
schemes for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes and other backward communities are serious in 
nature. Inclusive education is inherent in Right to 
Education and the government must address these 
issues expeditiously.  

It is said that quantity, quality and equality are the 
three sides of the triangle required to ensure Right to 
Education. Without any one of these arms, the triangle 
will collapse. In this backdrop, the decline in State 
funding in the key social sector programmes, 
including education, is of particular concern.  Public 
services like education are the key to nurture 
participatory growth. Financing for Right to Education 
remains inadequate. 

Total public expenditure for education, at less than 
3.5% of GDP, is well below the 6% commitment made 
in the National Education Policies. Poor off-take from 
the schemes is another area of concern. Of the money 
set aside for the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan during 2015-
16, only 57% was released till September 2015, 
according to an Accountability Initiative report 

In addition to increasing the government investments 
in education, it is also essential to maintain the 
funding levels of other social welfare schemes, 
especially those operating in the rural sector- to ensure 
that that falling incomes of parents do not impact the 
educational prospects of in-school children. 

Although state education departments and local 
education authorities are responsible for monitoring 
the implementation of the Act, this responsibility needs 
to be taken more seriously. There is a need for having 
special audit mechanisms like in the case of 
MNREGA. 

The immense relevance of inclusive education, 
particularly of disadvantaged groups, demands: 

• Vibrant partnerships among the departments and 
organizations concerned with children of the 
Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and 
educationally backward minorities. Government 
will have to set up systems for equal opportunity 
for children with special needs. 

• Acceleration of poverty reduction programmes of 
the Rural Development and Panchayati Raj 
Departments so that children are freed from 
domestic chores and wage earning responsibilities. 

• Ensuring that State Governments get the 
Panchayati Raj institutions appropriately involved 
so that 'local authorities' can discharge their 
functions under the Right to Education Act. There 
is a need for close cooperation amongst 
departments concerned to ensure that so far the 
deprived children get their rights to education. 

The transition towards a comprehensive 
implementation of Right to Education will come 
through making parents, particularly in rural areas, 
aware of the benefits of education for their children. 
This requires a change of mindset at the community 
level, and accountability of all entrusted with this 
responsibility. 

Despite the shortcomings in its implementation, the 
Right to Education Act remains a remarkable 
achievement. While concerns regarding privatization 
of education remain, the Act offers a first step towards 
an educational system in India that provides access, 
equity and inclusion for all children. 
 

All India Radio collaborates with 
UNICEF to spread address issues 
of Online Digital safety and child 
rights  

All India Radio Mumbai recently collaborated with 
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UNICEF to spread address issues of Online Digital 
safety and child rights This collaboration is to be seen 
in the context of a UNICEF Study which shows that 
83% of 18-year-olds in India believe young people 
were in danger of being sexually abused or taken 
advantage of online and more than 66% thought their 
friends participated in risky behaviors while using the 
internet. It was felt that Radio journalists can play an 
important role in sensitizing the stake holders about 
issues concerning online digital safety and child rights 
 
In India more than 28% youth have online presence. 
The report provides important insights from young 
people themselves on issues concerning online safety. 
The report further finds that adolescents appear 
confident with their own ability to stay safe, with 
nearly 81 per cent of interviewees in India believing 
that online abuse or bullying would never happen to 
them. 
 
In this backdrop, UNICEF Mumbai recently organized 
two day’s workshop for Radio Journalists. 40 radio 
journalists from All India Radio, Maharashtra and 
Gujarat as well as several private FM channels were 
sensitized to issues of digital safety and child rights 
during this two-day workshop in Mumbai. 

A Child help line service with number 1098 has 
been operationalised to provide the relevant support in 
this area. It was informed that Childline 1098 was the 
largest children's helpline programme in the world. 
Operating in over 402 districts across the country. It 
receives over nine millions calls for help each year 

. 
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Aspire IAS - NOTIFICATION 
(TARGET-50) 

MAINS 
Dear students we are proudly announced our 
TARGET-50 programme for Session 2017..... 
In this programme we are trying to provide all the 
stuff which has been generally demanded by the 
UPSC and has been the need of every student.... 
Feature of this programme: 
1. Coverage of 1250 marks (including essay) 

2. Full concentration on only 150 serious 
candidates in different slots. 
3. More emphasis on broadening the ideas, 
correlation between the subject, content 
development and thinking with analysis 
4. We worked upon UNDERSTANDING and 
NOT on rote learning, 
5. Exclusive feature of the programme WRITING 
SKILL DEVELOPMENT, ENHANCEMENT 
and MANAGEMENT programme (30 Writing 
skill session) 
6. 800+ mind maps and their analysis 
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7. 1000+ contemporary issues and their analysis 
8. IYB with culture exclusive coverage. 
 
We would work hard on those areas in 
which other competitors are weak like... 
Ethics, applied history, eco development 
issues and so on. 
 
We want only those students should apply 
for this batch who are highly SERIOUS for 
2017-18 examination as it is our BEST 
batch and I want to work with my students 
to produce a WONDERFUL RESULT    
 
Written test 25th Nov to 8th Dec (6 
SUBJECTIVE QUESTIONS)  
 

GS PT exclusive programme 
This programme is ASPIRE most favourite 
programme especially for those students who are 
struggling in PT or want to crack in ONE go….. 
Features of the programme: 

1. Special emphasis on those topics which are 
regularly coming in the examination 

2. Major thrust on Conceptual clarity and 
concept building which we are doing in our 
NEWSPAPER classes 

3. Student friendly pedagogy and training 
4. Less writing more understanding and 

learning with in the class 
5. TEST SERIES regular as well as weekly 
6. Student friendly fees (Programme is 

available in both Module format as well as 
full course) 

7. 2013 the average score of our students was 
95 -100 marks in GS. 2014 the average 
score of our students was 110-115 marks. 
Highest one was 145 marks. 

8. We are saying what we are doing and your 
time is our time which is very precious. 

 

ENVIRONMENT and Geo for 
GS (PT and MAINS) 

• Most appreciated batch of ASPIRE IAS 
• Major emphasis on conceptual clarity and 

development of BASICS 
• International and national environmental 

ORGANISATION 
• We will eliminate your fear in 

ENVIRONMENT and you will capable to 
solve all the 10 year papers as well as 
upcoming one 

• Student friendly fees 7500+Service tax 
Classes will  start from Jan 2018 (M-W-T-S) 8-11 
am 
 
Our Major AIM is your SUCCESS 
SUCCESS SUCCESS !!!! 
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